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A Vertical Mile from Richard Wakefield is a finalist in the 2011 Able Muse Book Award. Keenly observed
themes about people and the land they live in show a profound sense of awe before natural beauty and a love
of country life, while recognizing the effect of indifference and inexorable technological advancement.
Included are poems about childhood, seasonal changes, mountain climbing, religion and its questions and
doubts, life and death, human origins. These poems of stunning artistry show Wakefield in complete
command of his craft. This a memorable collection whose insights and pleasures are not to be missed.

PRAISE FOR A VERTICAL MILE:

Deeply rooted in the human history and natural order of his native state, Richard Wakefield’s A Vertical Mile
depicts life in rural Washington?people, animals, plants, geological formations, the weather and the seasons.
Building on his powerful and impressive first collection East of Early Winters, Wakefield, in A Vertical
Mile, has now firmly established himself as one of America’s foremost formal poets. In their memorable
presentation by way of deftly employed narrative, meter, rhyme, metaphor, symbol, and diction, the poems
in this new collection, once read, cannot be easily dislodged from the mind. That, in itself, is evidence that
Wakefield’s best poems are a permanent addition to American letters.
   – David Middleton

Richard Wakefield crafts his verse to exacting standards yet keeps it uncontrived. Throughout A Vertical
Mile, Wakefield shows us much about ourselves and the various worlds we inhabit, often of our own
making. What he reveals may be sobering or amusing, uplifting or distressing. But, carried by a voice as
versatile as the intelligence behind it, it is sure to surprise and delight us as well.
   – David Sanders (from the “Foreword”)

Richard Wakefield writes with a rare metrical skill that calls to mind the poetry of Robert Frost, and like
Frost he tells intricate and compelling stories about ordinary people living close to the land. But there’s
nothing nostalgic here. There’s compassion, and decency, but never an easy answer. Wakefield’s choice of
conventional form is a wry and subtle comment on the contemporary moment, and his mastery of that form
raises his work above all the chaos and fads. No, these poems are not nostalgic. They are timeless.
   – Chris Anderson

The arc of discovery is what one traverses in Richard Wakefield’s poetry. It may be a remembered seascape
made new by the dust of familial ashes or a lost town, covered by a century of a forest’s reclaiming growth.
As a poet of the outdoors?one who sees and, seeing, makes new what he has seen?Wakefield is unsurpassed.
   – R.S. Gwynn

ABOUT THE AUTHOR:

Richard Wakefield, born in Renton, Washington, in 1952, earned his Ph.D. in American Literature at the
University of Washington-Seattle with a dissertation on the poetry of Robert Frost. For nearly thirty years he
has taught literature and composition at Tacoma Community College and the University of Washington-
Tacoma. For over twenty-five years he has been a reviewer of fiction, literature, biography, and literary
criticism for the Seattle Times. His poetry collection, East of Early Winters (University of Evansville Press,



2006), received the Richard Wilbur Award. His poem “Petrarch” won the 2010 Howard Nemerov Sonnet
Award. He and his wife, Catherine, have been married thirty-nine years and have two grown daughters.
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From reader reviews:

Rosa Nguyen:

The book A Vertical Mile make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You should use to make your capable
more increase. Book can to become your best friend when you getting pressure or having big problem along
with your subject. If you can make reading a book A Vertical Mile for being your habit, you can get far more
advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. It is
possible to know everything if you like open and read a guide A Vertical Mile. Kinds of book are several. It
means that, science publication or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about this guide?

Steven Anderson:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive today, people
have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and
notice by surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated that for a while is
reading. Sure, by reading a guide your ability to survive boost then having chance to stay than other is high.
In your case who want to start reading a new book, we give you this A Vertical Mile book as basic and daily
reading book. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Bridget Chacon:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this A Vertical Mile reserve written by well-
known writer who knows well how to make book that can be understand by anyone who read the book.
Written within good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your
personal hunger then you still doubt A Vertical Mile as good book not merely by the cover but also with the
content. This is one guide that can break don't determine book by its cover, so do you still needing another
sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already said so why you have to
listening to one more sixth sense.

Amanda Doss:

Reserve is one of source of expertise. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but in addition
native or citizen have to have book to know the update information of year to be able to year. As we know
those textbooks have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around the
world. Through the book A Vertical Mile we can take more advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative
people? Being creative person must choose to read a book. Only choose the best book that acceptable with
your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life with this book A Vertical Mile. You can more appealing
than now.
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