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For many immigrants, the move from Sicily to a New York tenement was accompanied by rapid, significant,
and often surprisingly satisfactory changes in a wide variety of social relationships. Many of these changes
can be traced to the influence of a changing housing environment.

From Sicily to Elizabeth Street analyzes the relationship of environment to social behavior. It revises our
understanding of the Italian-American family and challenges existing notions of the Italian immigrant
experience by comparing everyday family and social life in the agrotowns of Sicily to life in a tenement
neighborhood on New York's Lower East Side at the turn of the century.

Moving historical understanding beyond such labels as "uprooted" and "huddled masses," the book depicts
the immigrant experience from the perspective of the immigrants themselves. It begins with a uniquely
detailed description of the Sicilian backgrounds and moves on to recreate Elizabeth Street in lower
Manhattan, a neighborhood inhabited by some 8,200 Italians.

The author shows how the tightly knit conjugal family became less important in New York than in Sicily,
while a wider association of kin groups became crucial to community life. Immigrants, who were mostly
young people, began to rely more on their related peers for jobs and social activities and less on parents who
remained behind.

Interpreting their lives in America, immigrants abandoned some Sicilian ideals, while other customs, though
Sicilian in origin, assumed new and distinctive forms as this first generation initiated the process of
becoming Italian-American.
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From reader reviews:

Andrew Schulz:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Yes, you can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to
take a go walking, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open as well as read a book titled From
Sicily to Elizabeth Street: Housing and Social Change Among Italian Immigrants, 1880-1930 (Suny Series in
American Social History) (Suny Series, American Social History)? Maybe it is for being best activity for
you. You recognize beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can smarter than before.
Do you agree with it is opinion or you have other opinion?

Esther Watson:

Now a day people who Living in the era where everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not require people to be aware of each facts they get. How individuals to be
smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Studying a book can
help persons out of this uncertainty Information specifically this From Sicily to Elizabeth Street: Housing
and Social Change Among Italian Immigrants, 1880-1930 (Suny Series in American Social History) (Suny
Series, American Social History) book as this book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the data
in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Luciana Findley:

From Sicily to Elizabeth Street: Housing and Social Change Among Italian Immigrants, 1880-1930 (Suny
Series in American Social History) (Suny Series, American Social History) can be one of your starter books
that are good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that
may increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the
information. The article author giving his/her effort to place every word into satisfaction arrangement in
writing From Sicily to Elizabeth Street: Housing and Social Change Among Italian Immigrants, 1880-1930
(Suny Series in American Social History) (Suny Series, American Social History) but doesn't forget the main
stage, giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource data that maybe you can be considered
one of it. This great information can easily drawn you into completely new stage of crucial contemplating.

Annette Spafford:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is created or printed or descriptive from each source that will filled update of
news. On this modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From
media social similar to newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, story and
comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to spread out



your book? Or just searching for the From Sicily to Elizabeth Street: Housing and Social Change Among
Italian Immigrants, 1880-1930 (Suny Series in American Social History) (Suny Series, American Social
History) when you desired it?
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