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In Looking for Mexico, aleading historian of visual culture, John Mraz, provides a panoramic view of
Mexico’s modern visua culture from the U.S. invasion of 1847 to the present. Along the way, he illuminates
the powerful role of photographs, films, illustrated magazines, and image-filled history books in the
construction of national identity, showing how Mexicans have both made themselves and been made with
the webs of significance spun by modern media. Central to Mraz’' s book is photography, which was
distributed widely throughout Mexico in the form of cartes-de-visite, postcards, and illustrated magazines.
Mraz analyzes the work of abroad range of photographers, including Guillermo Kahlo, Winfield Scott,
Hugo Brehme, Agustin Victor Casasola, Tina Modotti, Manuel Alvarez Bravo, Héctor Garcia, Pedro Meyer,
and the New Photojournalists. He also examines representations of Mexico’s past in the country’ sinfluential
picture histories: popular, large-format, multivolume series replete with thousands of photographs and an
assortment of texts.

Turning to film, Mraz compares portrayals of the Mexican Revolution by Fernando de Fuentes to the |ater
movies of Emilio Fernandez and Gabriel Figueroa. He considers major stars of Golden Age cinema as
gender archetypes for mexicanidad, juxtaposing the charros (hacienda cowboys) embaodied by Pedro Infante,
Pedro Armendériz, and Jorge Negrete with the effacing women: the mother, Indian, and shrew as played by
Sara Garcia, Dolores del Rio, and Maria Félix. Mraz also analyzes the leading comedians of the Mexican
screen, representations of the 1968 student revolt, and depictions of Frida Kahlo in films made by Paul

Leduc and Julie Taymor. Filled with more than fifty illustrations, Looking for Mexico is an exuberant plunge
into Mexico’'s national identity, its visual culture, and the connections between the two.
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From reader reviews:
Michael Taylor:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to understand everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or perhaps goal; it means
that e-book has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They
can be reading whatever they have because their hobby is actually reading a book. What about the person
who don't like looking at a book? Sometime, man feel need book when they found difficult problem or
maybe exercise. Well, probably you should have this Looking for Mexico: Modern Visual Culture and
National Identity (e-Duke books scholarly collection.).

L eonie Blazek:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or go to the outside with them loved ones
or their friend. Did you know? Many alot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or playing
video games all day long. If you would like try to find anew activity that's look different you can read a new
book. It isredly fun in your case. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent 24 hours aday to reading a
guide. The book Looking for Mexico: Modern Visua Culture and National Identity (e-Duke books scholarly
collection.) it is rather good to read. There are alot of those who recommended this book. These people were
enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy the
particular e-book. Y ou can mQore very easily to read this book through your smart phone. The priceis not to
cover but this book possesses high quality.

Mary Gobeil:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store? Make
an effort to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't evaluate book by its handle may
doesn't work is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not while fantastic asin the
outside seem likes. Maybe you answer may be Looking for Mexico: Modern Visual Culture and National
Identity (e-Duke books scholarly collection.) why because the wonderful cover that make you consider
concerning the content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or
perhaps cover. Y our reading 6th sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.

Anita Sizemore:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got college students? We believe that that
query was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And
you know that little person just like reading or as studying become their hobby. Y ou need to understand that
reading is very important and book as to be the thing. Book isimportant thing to incorporate you knowledge,
except your current teacher or lecturer. Y ou see good news or update with regards to something by book.
Numerous books that can you take to be your object. One of them is niagra Looking for Mexico: Modern
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