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An essentia feature of religious experience across many culturesis the intuitive feeling of God's presence.
More than any rituals or doctrines, it is this experience that anchors religious faith, yet it has been largely
ignored in the scientific literature on religion.

Starting with avivid narrative account of the life-threatening hike that triggered his own mystical experience,
biologist John Wathey takes the reader on a scientific journey to find the sources of religious feeling and the
illusion of God's presence. His book delvesinto the biological origins of this compelling feeling, attributing
it to innate neural circuitry that evolved to promote the mother-child bond. Dr. Wathey, a veteran
neuroscientist, argues that evolution has programmed the infant brain to expect the presence of aloving
being who responds to the child's needs. Astheinfant growsinto adulthood, thisinnate feeling is eventually
transferred to the realm of religion, where it is reactivated through the symbols, imagery, and rituals of
worship. The author interprets our various conceptions of God in biological terms asillusory supernormal
stimuli that fill an emotional and cognitive vacuum left over from infancy.

These insights shed new light on some of the most vexing puzzles of religion, like the popular belief in agod
who isjudgmental and punishing, yet also unconditionally loving; the extraordinary tenacity of faith; the
greater religiosity of women relative to men; religious obsessions with sex; the mysterious compulsion to
pray; the seemingly irrepressible feminine attributes of God, even in traditionally patriarchal religions; and
the strange allure of cults. Finally, Dr. Wathey considers the hypothesis that religion evolved to foster
reproductive success, arguing that, in an age of potentially ruinous overpopulation, magical thinking has
become aluxury we can no longer afford, one that distracts us from urgent threats to our planet.

Deeply researched yet elegantly written in ajargon-free and accessible style, this book presents a compelling
interpretation of the evolutionary origins of spirituality and religion.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:
Greg Wilson:

The particular book The Illusion of God's Presence: The Biological Origins of Spiritual Longing will bring
one to the new experience of reading a new book. The author style to spell out theideais very unique. In
case you try to find new book to learn, this book very ideal to you. The book The Illusion of God's Presence:
The Biologica Origins of Spiritual Longing is much recommended to you to learn. Y ou can aso get the e-
book from your official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Stephen Adams:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the seaworld or hanging out with palsis thing that usually you
will have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try issue that really opposite from that.
One activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you aready
been ride on and with addition details. Even you love The lllusion of God's Presence: The Biological Origins
of Spiritual Longing, it is possible to enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still want to missit?
What kind of hangout type isit? Oh can happen its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't have it, oh come
on its called reading friends.

Edward Suniga:

Y ou can get this The Illusion of God's Presence: The Biological Origins of Spiritual Longing by look at the
bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve challenge if you get difficulties for the
knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only by written or printed but also can you enjoy this book
by means of e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you just looking of your mobile phone and searching
what your problem. Right now, choose your personal waysto get more information about your publication. It
is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to choose
right ways for you.

Christopher Melendez:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from it. Y ou can take knowledge and information from
the book. Book is published or printed or outlined from each source in which filled update of news. Within
this modern eralike right now, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From media
social such as newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. Y ou can
add your understanding by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just

seeking the The Illusion of God's Presence: The Biological Origins of Spiritual Longing when you required
it?
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