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While most books on biblical rhetoric focus primarily on the epistles, this volume from prominent scholar C.
Clifton Black considers the variety of rhetorical critical approaches now being applied to the Gospels
(including Luke-Acts). This updated edition takes into account recent research since the first volume was
published in 2001 and features two brand new chapters. Black provides an overview of the different forms of
rhetorical criticism, with examples from the Gospel of John; studies of characterization in Matthew and
Luke; an analysis of classical rhetorical criteriafound in Mark and Luke-Acts; and an analysis of the rhetoric
of the parables with implications for contemporary preaching.

Praise for The Rhetoric of the Gospel, Second Edition:

"Isit possible for avolume on ancient rhetoric and the gospel to be scholarly, wise, pertinent, and witty all at
once? When it'sin the hands of Clifton Black, the answer is clearly yes. This welcome revised and expanded
edition of Black's excellent Rhetoric of the Gospel is a magnificent resource for the student and the preacher
alike. The chapter where Black brings the old lawyer and rhetorician Quintilian into the homiletics
classroom, just to name but one of many delicious morselsin this volume, crackles with intellectual
électricity, humor, and insight."

—Thomas G. Long, Bandy Professor of Preaching, Candler School of Theology, Emory University

"Professor Black is a conscientious reader, ajudicious scholar, and a gifted writer; and this methodol ogically
sophisticated and well-informed collection of his essays on the gospels and Acts has much to teach all of us.
Thisisrhetorica criticism at itsfinest."

—Dale C. Allison, Jr., Errett M. Grable Professor of New Testament Exegesis and Early Christianity,
Pittsburgh Theological Seminary

"Clifton Black has spent his academic life loving scripture. In this book Black marvels as the creative artistry
of these early Christian preachers who produced literature that changed the world. Something about the truth
of Jesus Christ called for an unprecedented outburst of literary artistry. We could have no better guide
through the art that is scripture than Clifton Black.”

—William H. Willimon, United Methodist Bishop and Professor of the Practice of Christian Ministry, Duke
Divinity School

"Hereisabook for all who appreciate the power of language. Written for those charged to communicate the
faith of the New Testament witnesses, it is also to be commended to those who may be suspicious of either
rhetoric or the Bible. With understated grace, Clifton Black's updated 2001 collection of essaysinstructs and
charms, and embodies what it is getting at.”

—NM. Eugene Boring, |. Wylie and Elizabeth M. Briscoe Professor of New Testament Emeritus, Brite
Divinity School, Texas Christian University

"This book is adelight. Clifton Black shares his unique capacities for wit and clarity in coherent theol ogical
appreciations of New Testament narratives, read through the eyes of classical rhetoric. Hisfinal chapterson
preaching may shock—and educate.”

—Francis J. Moloney, SDB, Senior Professorial Fellow, Australian Catholic University, Melbourne,
Australia



"Black explores the rhetoric of the New Testament in an original and insightful way. He does not limit his
treatment to the standard handbooks nor does he confine his insights to the most obvious placesin the New
Testament. He guides readers through a wide range of ancient theory—including the Characters of
Theophrastus and Longinus On the Sublime—and shows their relevance in unexpected places, such as the
Lukan parables, the last supper discourses of the Fourth Gospel, and a mysterious narrative in Acts. With an
eyeto his audience, he finally focuses on the parabolic rhetoric appropriate to preaching, using the ancient
masters Augustine and Quintillian. Any Christian orator, ak.a. preacher, will find this work enormously
helpful."

—Harold Attridge, Sterling Professor of Divinity, Y ale Divinity School
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From reader reviews:
Jesse Reid:

Now aday folkswho Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resourcesin it can be true or not require people to be aware of each facts they get. How alot more to be
smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Looking at a book
can help people out of this uncertainty Information specially this The Rhetoric of the Gospel, Second Edition
book because book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book hundred per
cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Christopher Thompson:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With reading through you can get
alot of information which will give you benefit in your life. Using book everyonein thisworld can certainly
share their idea. Publications can also inspire alot of people. A lot of author can inspire their particular
reader with their story or perhaps their experience. Not only situation that share in the ebooks. But also they
write about advantage about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to
teach your sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors nowadays always try
to improve their skill in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write to the book. One of them is
this The Rhetoric of the Gospel, Second Edition.

Andrew Thompson:

Beside this The Rhetoric of the Gospel, Second Edition in your phone, it could give you away to get closer
to the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you can got here is fresh through the oven
so don't be worry if you fed like an older people live in narrow community. It is good thing to have The
Rhetoric of the Gospel, Second Edition because this book offers to you readable information. Do you
occasionally have book but you would not get what it's all about. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have
this within your hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful
island. Techniques you still want to missit? Find this book along with read it from at this point!

Lawrence Gibbs:

Aswe know that book is very important thing to add our expertise for everything. By a book we can know
everything we wish. A book isalist of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year seemed to be
exactly added. This book The Rhetoric of the Gospel, Second Edition wasfilled in relation to science. Spend
your time to add your knowledge about your technology competence. Some peopl e has distinct feel when
they reading some sort of book. If you know how big selling point of a book, you can really feel enjoy to
read a e-book. In the modern eralike at this point, many ways to get book that you wanted.
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