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Despite its supreme importance and the threat of its global crash, biodiversity remains poorly understood
both empirically and theoretically. This ambitious book presents a new, general neutral theory to explain the
origin, maintenance, and loss of biodiversity in a biogeographic context.

Until now biogeography (the study of the geographic distribution of species) and biodiversity (the study of
species richness and rel ative species abundance) have had largely disunct intellectual histories. In this book,
Stephen Hubbell develops aformal mathematical theory that unifies these two fields. When a speciation
process is incorporated into Robert H. MacArthur and Edward O. Wilson's now classical theory of island
biogeography, the generalized theory predicts the existence of a universal, dimensionless biodiversity
number. In the theory, this fundamental biodiversity number, together with the migration or dispersal rate,
compl etely determines the steady-state distribution of species richness and rel ative species abundance on
local to large geographic spatial scales and short-term to evolutionary time scales.

Although neutral, Hubbell's theory is neverthel ess able to generate many nonobvious, testable, and
remarkably accurate quantitative predictions about biodiversity and biogeography. In many ways Hubbell's
theory isthe ecological analog to the neutral theory of genetic drift in genetics. The unified neutral theory of
biogeography and biodiversity should stimulate research in new theoretical and empirical directions by
ecologists, evolutionary biologists, and biogeographers.
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From reader reviews:
Tanisha Goss:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to know everything in the world. Each book has different aim or goal; it means that guide has different
type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time to read abook. They are reading whatever they take because
their hobby is definitely reading a book. Why not the person who don't like reading a book? Sometime,
individual feel need book once they found difficult problem or perhaps exercise. Well, probably you will
require this The Unified Neutral Theory of Biodiversity and Biogeography (MPB-32) (Monographsin
Population Biology).

Brandon M acdonald:

The book The Unified Neutral Theory of Biodiversity and Biogeography (MPB-32) (Monographsin
Population Biology) can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything
you want. Why then must we leave a good thing like a book The Unified Neutral Theory of Biodiversity and
Biogeography (MPB-32) (Monographs in Population Biology)? A few of you have a different opinion about
e-book. But one aim which book can give many factsfor us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer
with your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; you could
share all of these. Book The Unified Neutral Theory of Biodiversity and Biogeography (MPB-32)
(Monographs in Population Biology) has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and large function
for you. Y ou can appear the enormous world by open and read aguide. So it is very wonderful.

Jeffrey Baptiste:

Reading areserve can be one of alot of pastime that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
thus. There are alot of reasons why people like it. First reading a e-book will give you alot of new facts.
When you read a book you will get new information simply because book is one of various ways to share the
information as well as their idea. Second, looking at a book will make you more imaginative. When you
studying a book especialy fiction book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how the people
do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read this The Unified
Neutral Theory of Biodiversity and Biogeography (MPB-32) (Monographs in Population Biology), you are
ableto tells your family, friends and soon about yours guide. Y our knowledge can inspire others, make them
reading a publication.

Thomas Manna;

Many people spending their period by playing outside with friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV all day long. Y ou can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by examining a book. Ugh, do
you consider reading a book really can hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It alright you can
have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like The Unified Neutral Theory of



Biodiversity and Biogeography (MPB-32) (Monographs in Population Biology) which is obtaining the e-
book version. So, why not try out this book? Let's observe.
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