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Northern sympathizer in the Confederate capital, daring spymaster, postwar politician: Elizabeth Van Lew
was one of the most remarkable figures in American history, a woman who defied the conventions of the
nineteenth-century South. In Southern Lady, Yankee Spy, historian Elizabeth Varon provides a gripping,
richly researched account of the woman who led what one historian called the most productive espionage
operation of the Civil War. Under the nose of the Confederate government, Van Lew ran a spy ring that
gathered intelligence, hampered the Southern war effort, and helped scores of Union soldiers to escape from
Richmond prisons. Varon describes a woman who was very much a product of her time and place, yet
continually took controversial stands--from her early efforts to free her familys slaves, to her daring wartime
activities and beyond. Varons powerful biography brings Van Lew to life, showing how she used the
stereotypes of the day to confound Confederate authorities (who suspected her, but could not believe a
proper Southern lady could be a spy), even as she brought together Union sympathizers at all levels of
society, from slaves to slaveholders. After the war, a grateful President Ulysses S. Grant named her
postmaster of Richmond--a remarkable break with custom for this politically influential post. But her
Unionism, Republican politics, and outspoken support of racial justice earned her a lifetime of scorn in the
former Confederate capital. Even today, Elizabeth Van Lew remains a controversial figure in her beloved
Richmond, remembered as the Crazy Bet of Lost Cause propaganda. Elizabeth Varons account rescues her
from both derision and oblivion, depicting an intelligent, resourceful, highly principled woman who
remained, as she saw it, true to her country to the end.
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From reader reviews:

Tonya Deschamps:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be up-date about what going on or details even
knowledge to make them keep up with the era which is always change and progress. Some of you maybe
will probably update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for you but the problems
coming to a person is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Southern Lady, Yankee Spy: The
True Story of Elizabeth Van Lew, a Union Agent in the Heart of the Confederacy is our recommendation to
cause you to keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and want in this era.

April Hall:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try thing that really
opposite from that. 1 activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you already been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Southern Lady, Yankee Spy: The
True Story of Elizabeth Van Lew, a Union Agent in the Heart of the Confederacy, you are able to enjoy both.
It is excellent combination right, you still want to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh come on its mind
hangout men. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its called reading friends.

Donald Pate:

Southern Lady, Yankee Spy: The True Story of Elizabeth Van Lew, a Union Agent in the Heart of the
Confederacy can be one of your beginning books that are good idea. We all recommend that straight away
because this publication has good vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in words, easy to
understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information. The author giving his/her effort that
will put every word into pleasure arrangement in writing Southern Lady, Yankee Spy: The True Story of
Elizabeth Van Lew, a Union Agent in the Heart of the Confederacy nevertheless doesn't forget the main
point, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource details that maybe you can be among it. This
great information can easily drawn you into completely new stage of crucial imagining.

Margaret Babin:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got learners? We believe that that query was
given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And you know that
little person including reading or as examining become their hobby. You have to know that reading is very
important as well as book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to include you knowledge, except your
personal teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update in relation to something by book. Numerous
books that can you take to be your object. One of them are these claims Southern Lady, Yankee Spy: The
True Story of Elizabeth Van Lew, a Union Agent in the Heart of the Confederacy.
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