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Spider Eaters is at once a moving personal story, a fascinating family history, and a unique chronicle of
political upheaval told by a Chinese woman who came of age during the turbulent years of the Cultural
Revolution. With stunning honesty and a lively, sly humor, Rae Yang records her life from her early years as
the daughter of Chinese diplomats in Switzerland, to her girlhood at an elite middle school in Beijing, to her
adolescent experience as a Red Guard and later as a laborer on a pig farm in the remote northern wilderness.
She tells of her eventual disillusionment with the Maoist revolution, how remorse and despair drove her
almost to suicide, and how she struggled to make sense of conflicting events that often blurred the line
between victim and victimizer, aristocrat and peasant, communist and counterrevolutionary. Moving
gracefully between past and present, dream and reality, the author artfully conveys the vast complexity of
life in China as well as the richness, confusion, and magic of her own inner life and struggle.

Much of the power of the narrative derives from Yang's multi-generational, cross-class perspective. She
invokes the myths, legends, folklore, and local customs that surrounded her and brings to life the many
people who were instrumental in her life: her nanny, a poor woman who raised her from a baby and whose
character is conveyed through the bedtime tales she spins; her father; her beloved grandmother, who died as
a result of the political persecution she suffered.

Spanning the years from 1950 to 1980, Rae Yang's story is evocative, complex, and told with striking
candor. It is one of the most immediate and engaging narratives of life in post-1949 China.
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From reader reviews:

Karen Partain:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important take action, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add your
knowledge by the reserve entitled Spider Eaters: A Memoir. Try to face the book Spider Eaters: A Memoir
as your buddy. It means that it can to become your friend when you sense alone and beside those of course
make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes you more
confidence because you can know almost everything by the book. So , let's make new experience and
knowledge with this book.

Robert Johnson:

Here thing why this specific Spider Eaters: A Memoir are different and dependable to be yours. First of all
reading a book is good but it depends in the content of computer which is the content is as delightful as food
or not. Spider Eaters: A Memoir giving you information deeper and different ways, you can find any
publication out there but there is no publication that similar with Spider Eaters: A Memoir. It gives you thrill
looking at journey, its open up your eyes about the thing that happened in the world which is probably can be
happened around you. It is possible to bring everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in your
approach home by train. If you are having difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe the form of Spider
Eaters: A Memoir in e-book can be your substitute.

Jodie Jennings:

This book untitled Spider Eaters: A Memoir to be one of several books in which best seller in this year, here
is because when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit on it. You will easily to buy this kind of book
in the book store or you can order it by means of online. The publisher of this book sells the e-book too. It
makes you more readily to read this book, since you can read this book in your Mobile phone. So there is no
reason for your requirements to past this e-book from your list.

Jack Murray:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them
friends and family or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just
watching TV, or even playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity this is
look different you can read the book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you read
you can spent the entire day to reading a book. The book Spider Eaters: A Memoir it doesn't matter what
good to read. There are a lot of those who recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this book. If
you did not have enough space to develop this book you can buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore
effortlessly to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book features high
quality.
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