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Brilliantly evoking the long-vanished world of masters and servants portrayed in Downton Abbey and
Upstairs, Downstairs, Margaret Powell's classic memoir of her time in service, Below Stairs, is the
remarkable true story of an indomitable woman who, though she served in the great houses of England,
never stopped aiming high. Powell first arrived at the servants' entrance of one of those great houses in the
1920s. As a kitchen maid – the lowest of the low – she entered an entirely new world; one of stoves to be
blacked, vegetables to be scrubbed, mistresses to be appeased, and bootlaces to be ironed. Work started at
5.30am and went on until after dark. It was a far cry from her childhood on the beaches of Hove, where
money and food were scarce, but warmth and laughter never were. Yet from the gentleman with a penchant
for stroking the housemaids' curlers, to raucous tea-dances with errand boys, to the heartbreaking story of
Agnes the pregnant under-parlormaid, fired for being seduced by her mistress's nephew, Margaret's tales of
her time in service are told with wit, warmth, and a sharp eye for the prejudices of her situation. Margaret
Powell's true story of a life spent in service is a fascinating "downstairs" portrait of the glittering, long-gone
worlds behind the closed doors of Downton Abbey and 165 Eaton Place.
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From reader reviews:

Sheila Foxworth:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you require
something to explain what you problem? How about your time? Or are you busy man? If you don't have
spare time to do others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you have spare time?
What did you do? All people has many questions above. They must answer that question because just their
can do in which. It said that about book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is appropriate. Because
start from on jardín de infancia until university need this kind of Below Stairs: The Classic Kitchen Maid's
Memoir That Inspired "Upstairs, Downstairs" and "Downton Abbey" to read.

Paul Andrews:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always try and and must have the free time or they will get large
amount of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , when we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely without a doubt. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we ask again, what kind of
activity do you possess when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer will unlimited
right. Then do you ever try this one, reading books. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare
time, the book you have read is Below Stairs: The Classic Kitchen Maid's Memoir That Inspired "Upstairs,
Downstairs" and "Downton Abbey".

Warner Gomez:

This Below Stairs: The Classic Kitchen Maid's Memoir That Inspired "Upstairs, Downstairs" and "Downton
Abbey" is great guide for you because the content which is full of information for you who also always deal
with world and possess to make decision every minute. This particular book reveal it facts accurately using
great plan word or we can point out no rambling sentences in it. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have
whole information in it. Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight forward sentences but hard core
information with wonderful delivering sentences. Having Below Stairs: The Classic Kitchen Maid's Memoir
That Inspired "Upstairs, Downstairs" and "Downton Abbey" in your hand like getting the world in your arm,
info in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no book that offer you world in ten or fifteen tiny right but this
publication already do that. So , this really is good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt
this?

Theresa Tompkins:

With this era which is the greater individual or who has ability to do something more are more special than
other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you must do is
just spending your time not very much but quite enough to experience a look at some books. One of several
books in the top listing in your reading list is Below Stairs: The Classic Kitchen Maid's Memoir That
Inspired "Upstairs, Downstairs" and "Downton Abbey". This book and that is qualified as The Hungry



Hillsides can get you closer in growing to be precious person. By looking right up and review this guide you
can get many advantages.
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