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The author of the highly acclaimed Founding Gardeners now gives us an enlightening chronicle of the first
truly international scientific endeavor—the eighteenth-century quest to observe the transit of Venus and
measure the solar system.

On June 6, 1761, the world paused to observe a momentous occasion: the first transit of Venus between the
earth and the sun in more than a century. Through that observation, astronomers could calcul ate the size of
the solar system—but only if they could compile data from many different points of the globe, al recorded
during the short period of the transit. Overcoming incredible odds and political strife, astronomers from
Britain, France, Russia, Germany, Sweden, and the American colonies set up observatoriesin remote corners
of theworld, only to have their efforts thwarted by unpredictable weather and warring armies. Fortunately,
transits of Venus occur in pairs: eight years later, the scientists would have another opportunity to succeed.

Chasing Venus brings to life the personalities of the eighteenth-century astronomers who embarked upon
this complex and essential scientific venture, painting avivid portrait of the collaborations, the rivalries, and
the volatile international politics that hindered them at every turn. In the end, what they accomplished would
change our conception of the universe and would forever alter the nature of scientific research.
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From reader reviews:
Alfred Wolff:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Y eah, you can
choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take a move,
shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or read a book entitled Chasing Venus: The Race to Measure
the Heavens? Maybe it is being best activity for you. Y ou understand beside you can spend your time using
your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have other opinion?

Rafael Rainey:

In this period globalization it isimportant to someone to find information. The information will make anyone
to understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information much easier to
share. You can find alot of recommendations to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and
soon. You can view that now, alot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The particular book that
recommended to your account is Chasing Venus. The Race to Measure the Heavens this publication consist a
lot of the information with the condition of this world now. This specific book was represented how can the
world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer useto explain it is easy to understand. The writer
made some investigation when he makes this book. That iswhy this book suitable al of you.

Julian Eaton:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside together with friends, fun activity with family or
just watching TV the whole day. Y ou can have new activity to invest your whole day by looking at a book.
Ugh, do you consider reading a book can really hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It ok
you can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Mabile phone. Like Chasing Venus. The Race
to Measure the Heavens which is finding the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's observe.

Kevin Lemon:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. Thiskind of book Chasing Venus: The Race to Measure the
Heavens was colourful and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book Chasing Venus: The
Race to Measure the Heavens has many kinds or style. Start from kids until teens. For example Naruto or
Investigation company Conan you can read and believe you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of
book are usually make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best
book in your case and try to like reading that will.
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