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Can faith-based counsel ors be held to the same standard of legal accountability as secular ones? Or does the
broad shield of religious freedom protect them absolutely, no matter how incompetent or negligent their
actions might be? After Kenneth Nally put a shotgun to his head and pulled the trigger in early 1979, finding
the right answers to those questions became both much more urgent and much more difficult. Mark Weitz
shows why.

Following his suicide, Nally's parents filed a wrongful death suit against their son's fundamentalist church,
aleging that its pastoral counselors had failed to steer him toward the professional help they thought he
needed and even dissuaded him from seeking secular help. The resulting legal case lasted nearly a decade,
alarmed church leaders of every faith, and transformed judicial thought in this highly sensitive area of
American life.

Nally v. Grace Community Church of the Valley was the nation's first case to alege "clergy malpractice," one
that challenged the freedom of religious leaders to counsel their parishioners. Initially dismissed on religious
freedom grounds, the parents' suit was twice reinstated by an appeals court, only to be overturned by a
unanimous vote by the California State Supreme Court in 1988. But that decision was made on very narrow
grounds, leaving open the likelihood of future court challenges.

Astold by Weitz, the Nally case is as much a story of modern Americaasit isan account of courtroom
proceedings. By examining both the rise of the fundamentalist movement in the Los Angeles areain the
1960s and 1970s and the social pressures with which Kenneth Nally struggled, he reveals how a culture
based on personal achievement came into direct conflict with one based on the search for salvation. He al'so
shows the difficulty of deciding a case in which the competing claims-religious freedom and professional
accountability-both rest on key principles revered in American society.

Based on interviews with participants on both sides of this drama, as well as extensive research in public

records, Weitz provides a compassionate, fair-minded, and illuminating account of avery difficult case with
unpredictable ramifications for the future.
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From reader reviews:
Michael Auten:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for usto be aware of everything in the world. Each book has different aim or goal; it means that book
has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their timeto read a book. They are reading
whatever they consider because their hobby is definitely reading a book. How about the person who don't
like looking at a book? Sometime, person feel need book if they found difficult problem or exercise. Well,
probably you will need this Clergy Malpractice in America: Nally v. Grace Community Church of the Valley
(Landmark Law Cases and American Society) (Landmark Law Cases & American Society).

Morris Whitfield:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Y ep, you can
choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to take
amove, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book titled Clergy Mapracticein
America: Nally v. Grace Community Church of the Valley (Landmark Law Cases and American Society)
(Landmark Law Cases & American Society)? Maybe it isto be best activity for you. Y ou know beside you
can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with it has the
opinion or you have additional opinion?

Joseph Kidwell:

Can you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Try to pick
one book that you find out the inside because don't ascertain book by its cover may doesn't work at this point
isdifficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the outside seem likes.
Maybe you answer can be Clergy Malpractice in America: Nally v. Grace Community Church of the Valley
(Landmark Law Cases and American Society) (Landmark Law Cases & American Society) why because the
great cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint you. Theinside or content
isusually fantastic as the outside or even cover. Y our reading 6th sense will directly show you to pick up this
book.

Dona Henry:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you might haveitin e-
book means, more simple and reachable. This Clergy Malpractice in America: Nally v. Grace Community
Church of the Valey (Landmark Law Cases and American Society) (Landmark Law Cases & American
Society) can give you alot of good friends because by you considering this one book you have matter that
they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of a step for you
to get success. This publication offer you information that might be your friend doesn't learn, by knowing



more than different make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? Let us have Clergy Malpracticein
America: Nally v. Grace Community Church of the Valley (Landmark Law Cases and American Society)
(Landmark Law Cases & American Society).
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