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The first woman elected superintendent of schools in Rowan County, Kentucky, Cora Wilson Stewart (1875-
-1958) realized that a major key to overcoming the illiteracy that plagued her community was to educate
adult illiterates. To combat this problem, Stewart opened up her schools to adults during moonlit evenings in
the winter of 1911. The result was the creation of the Moonlight Schools, a grassroots movement dedicated
to eliminating illiteracy in one generation. Following Stewart's lead, educators across the nation began to
develop similar literacy programs; within a few years, Moonlight Schools had emerged in Minnesota, South
Carolina, and other states. Cora Wilson Stewart and Kentucky's Moonlight Schools examines these
institutions and analyzes Stewart's role in shaping education at the state and national levels. To improve their
literacy, Moonlight students learned first to write their names and then advanced to practical lessons about
everyday life. Stewart wrote reading primers for classroom use, designing them for rural people, soldiers,
Native Americans, prisoners, and mothers. Each set of readers focused on the knowledge that individuals in
the target group needed to acquire to be better citizens within their community. The reading lessons also
emphasized the importance of patriotism, civic responsibility, Christian morality, heath, and social progress.
Yvonne Honeycutt Baldwin explores the "elusive line between myth and reality" that existed in the rhetoric
Stewart employed in order to accomplish her crusade. As did many educators engaged in benevolent work
during the Progressive Era, Stewart sometimes romanticized the plight of her pupils and overstated her
successes. As she traveled to lecture about the program in other states interested in addressing the problem of
illiteracy, she often reported that the Moonlight Schools took one mountain community in Kentucky "from
moonshine and bullets to lemonade and Bibles." All rhetoric aside, the inclusive Moonlight Schools
ultimately taught thousands of Americans in many under-served communities across the nation how to read
and write. Despite the many successes of her programs, when Stewart retired in 1932, the crusade against
adult illiteracy had yet to be won. Cora Wilson Stewart presents the story of a true pioneer in adult literacy
and an outspoken advocate of women's political and professional participation and leadership. Her methods
continue to influence literacy programs and adult education policy and practice.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Farley:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. As you
may know that book is very important for us. The book Cora Wilson Stewart and Kentucky's Moonlight
Schools: Fighting for Literacy in America had been making you to know about other expertise and of course
you can take more information. It is very advantages for you. The e-book Cora Wilson Stewart and
Kentucky's Moonlight Schools: Fighting for Literacy in America is not only giving you more new
information but also to get your friend when you feel bored. You can spend your own spend time to read
your guide. Try to make relationship with all the book Cora Wilson Stewart and Kentucky's Moonlight
Schools: Fighting for Literacy in America. You never truly feel lose out for everything in case you read some
books.

Mark Clark:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our know-how for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we wish. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year seemed
to be exactly added. This reserve Cora Wilson Stewart and Kentucky's Moonlight Schools: Fighting for
Literacy in America was filled in relation to science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your
scientific research competence. Some people has distinct feel when they reading a book. If you know how
big benefit of a book, you can feel enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like at this point, many ways to
get book you wanted.

David Giles:

As a student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library or make
summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's internal or real their
interest. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go to presently there but
nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring and can't see
colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As
we know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore this Cora Wilson Stewart and Kentucky's Moonlight Schools: Fighting for
Literacy in America can make you experience more interested to read.

Jonathan Baker:

E-book is one of source of understanding. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen will need book to know the revise information of year in order to year. As we know those
books have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the world.
Through the book Cora Wilson Stewart and Kentucky's Moonlight Schools: Fighting for Literacy in America
we can acquire more advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative people? To be creative person must



choose to read a book. Just simply choose the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't end up being
doubt to change your life with this book Cora Wilson Stewart and Kentucky's Moonlight Schools: Fighting
for Literacy in America. You can more inviting than now.
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