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To many teachers who began their careers with basal readers, the schwa sound was part of what led them to
whole language in the first place. If they didn't even understand linguistic terminology themselves, how
could they be expected to teach it to kids? Y et many teachers still wonder about letters and sounds and
phonics. What role does phonics play in learning to read? Does it till have a place in classrooms where
children are becoming literate through rich experiences with literature and writing? Why have the debates
about phonics continued and in some ways grown more heated?

In What's a Schwa Sound Anyway? Sandra Wilde answers these and many other questions related to phonics
and itsrelationship to learning to read and spell. She makes aforceful case that teachers who have aworking
knowledge about the English sound system are not only more powerful observers of students reading and
invented spelling, but a'so more informed participants in the current debates about the role of phonicsin
learning to read.

Thefirst part of the book isalively exploration of the English sound system and its relation to written
language for both reading and spelling. This mini-course in linguistics is reader friendly and accessible to
even the most linguistics-phobic classroom teacher. Of special interest to those who work with diverse
populations is a chapter-length discussion of language variation such as Black English and itsrolein learning
to read and spell.

The second part of the book helps readers apply their new knowledge about sounds, letters, and the
relationship between them to the classroom. Chapter 5, "Skills and the Big Phonics Debate," applies theory,
research, and common sense to debates about the role of phonicsin learning to read and spell. The next two
chapters take a close ook at a number of writing samples and reading miscues, illuminating how a
knowledgeabl e teacher can appreciate "error” as areflection of children's devel oping understandings of
written language.

Sandra Wilde's work with invented spelling has helped us discover that the better we understand what
children are doing, the more responsive and creative we can be as teachers. What's a Schwa Sound Anyway?
continues this work by helping teachers deepen and extend their knowledge base about written language and
the way children perceive it, always with the goal of helping children continue to grow and develop as
readers and writers.
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From reader reviews:
Melvin Hayes:

This What's a Schwa Sound Anyway? A Holistic Guide to Phonetics, Phonics, and Spelling tend to be
reliable for you who want to certainly be a successful person, why. The explanation of this What's a Schwa
Sound Anyway? A Holistic Guide to Phonetics, Phonics, and Spelling can be among the great books you
must have is giving you more than just simple reading food but feed anyone with information that might be
will shock your before knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever
your conditions both in e-book and printed versions. Beside that this What's a Schwa Sound Anyway? A
Holistic Guide to Phonetics, Phonics, and Spelling giving you an enormous of experience for instance rich
vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day task. So , let's have it
and luxuriate in reading.

Martha Howell:

Reading areserve tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With looking at you can get alot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in thisworld can share their idea.
Guides can also inspire alot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their reader with their story or perhaps
their experience. Not only situation that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the knowledge
about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your kids, there are
many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors these days always try to improve their ability in
writing, they also doing some exploration before they write to the book. One of them is this What's a Schwa
Sound Anyway? A Holistic Guide to Phonetics, Phonics, and Spelling.

Mary Lamm:

Do you redly one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store?
Attempt to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't assess book by its handle may doesn't
work at this point is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not as fantastic asin the
outside seem likes. Maybe you answer is usually What's a Schwa Sound Anyway? A Holistic Guideto
Phonetics, Phonics, and Spelling why because the great cover that make you consider concerning the content
will not disappoint an individual. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside or maybe cover.

Y our reading 6th sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.

Rodney Natale:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from it. Y ou can take knowledge and information from a
book. Book is prepared or printed or created from each source this filled update of news. In this modern era
like today, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media social including newspaper,
magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. Y ou can add your understanding

by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just looking for the What's a
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