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Home Fires tells the fascinating story of how changes in home heating over the nineteenth century spurred
the growth of networks that helped remake American society. Sean Patrick Adams reconstructs the ways in
which the "industrial hearth" appeared in American cities, the methods that entrepreneurs in home heating
markets used to convince consumers that their product designs and fuel choices were superior, and how elite,
middle-class, and poor Americans responded to these overtures.

Adams depicts the problem of dwindling supplies of firewood and the search for alternatives; the hazards of
cutting, digging, and drilling in the name of home heating; the trouble and expense of moving materials from
place to place; the rise of steam power; the growth of an industrial economy; and questions of economic
efficiency, at both the individual household and the regional level. Home Fires makes it clear that debates
over energy sources, energy policy, and company profit margins have been around a long time.

The challenge of staying warm in the industrializing North becomes a window into the complex world of
energy transitions, economic change, and emerging consumerism. Readers will understand the struggles of
urban families as they sought to adapt to the ever-changing nineteenth-century industrial landscape. This
perspective allows a unique view of the development of an industrial society not just from the ground up but
from the hearth up.
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From reader reviews:

Wanda Stamper:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As we know that book is
very important usually. The book Home Fires: How Americans Kept Warm in the Nineteenth Century (How
Things Worked) had been making you to know about other information and of course you can take more
information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The reserve Home Fires: How Americans Kept
Warm in the Nineteenth Century (How Things Worked) is not only giving you considerably more new
information but also being your friend when you experience bored. You can spend your own spend time to
read your publication. Try to make relationship with all the book Home Fires: How Americans Kept Warm
in the Nineteenth Century (How Things Worked). You never really feel lose out for everything if you read
some books.

Daniel Soderquist:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book particularly book entitled
Home Fires: How Americans Kept Warm in the Nineteenth Century (How Things Worked) the mind will
drift away trough every dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe not known for but surely can
become your mind friends. Imaging every single word written in a guide then become one form conclusion
and explanation this maybe you never get previous to. The Home Fires: How Americans Kept Warm in the
Nineteenth Century (How Things Worked) giving you an additional experience more than blown away the
mind but also giving you useful details for your better life in this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing
pattern at this point is your body and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished studying it, like
winning a game. Do you want to try this extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Richard Hennessy:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this Home Fires: How Americans Kept Warm
in the Nineteenth Century (How Things Worked) guide written by well-known writer who really knows well
how to make book which can be understand by anyone who have read the book. Written within good manner
for you, still dripping wet every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still
hesitation Home Fires: How Americans Kept Warm in the Nineteenth Century (How Things Worked) as
good book not just by the cover but also with the content. This is one reserve that can break don't evaluate
book by its handle, so do you still needing another sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your examining
sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.

John Starr:

Is it a person who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by means of watching television
programs or just lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This Home Fires: How Americans
Kept Warm in the Nineteenth Century (How Things Worked) can be the answer, oh how comes? A fresh



book you know. You are thus out of date, spending your free time by reading in this fresh era is common not
a nerd activity. So what these publications have than the others?
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