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The stories in Things Kept, Things Left Behind explore the ambiguities of kept secrets, the tangles of
abandoned pasts, and uneasy accommodations. Jim Tomlinson’s characters each face the desire to reclaim
dreams left behind, along with something of the dreamer that was also lost. Starkly rendered, these spiraling
characters inhabit a specific place and class---small-town Kentucky, working-class America---but the stories,
told in all their humor and tragedy, are universal.In each story the characters face conflict, sometimes within
themselves, sometimes with each other. Each carries a past and with it an urge to return and repair. In “First
Husband, First Wife,” ex-spouses are repeatedly drawn together by a shared history they cannot seem to
escape, and they are finally forced to choose between leaving the past or leaving each other. LeAnn and Cass
are grown sisters who conspire to help their prideful mother in “Things Kept.” “Prologue” is a voyeuristic
journey through the surprisingly different lives of two star-crossed friends, each with its successes and
pitfalls, told through their letters over thirty-five years. In “Stainless,” Annie and Warren divide their
possessions on the final night of their marriage. Their realtor has advised them to “declutter” the house they
are leaving, but they discover that most of the clutter cannot be so easily removed. The choices are never
simple, and for every thing kept, something must be abandoned. Tomlinson’s characters struggle but
eventually find their way, often unknowingly, to points of departure, to places where things just might
change.
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From reader reviews:

Alan Levin:

Book will be written, printed, or created for everything. You can know everything you want by a guide.
Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important matter to bring us around the world.
Beside that you can your reading skill was fluently. A reserve Things Kept, Things Left Behind (Iowa Short
Fiction Award) will make you to be smarter. You can feel considerably more confidence if you can know
about every thing. But some of you think which open or reading any book make you bored. It is not
necessarily make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you searching for best book or
appropriate book with you?

Jeanne Pratt:

The reason why? Because this Things Kept, Things Left Behind (Iowa Short Fiction Award) is an unordinary
book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will zap you with the secret
this inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who else write the book in such awesome way
makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning
completely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This
excellent book will give you a lot of positive aspects than the other book get such as help improving your
skill and your critical thinking way. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I were you I will go to the
book store hurriedly.

Patrick Bergeron:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make
anyone to understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information better to
share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and
soon. You will see that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. Typically the book that
recommended for your requirements is Things Kept, Things Left Behind (Iowa Short Fiction Award) this
book consist a lot of the information from the condition of this world now. This specific book was
represented how can the world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer use to explain it is easy to
understand. The writer made some research when he makes this book. That is why this book appropriate all
of you.

Ann McLemore:

A lot of publication has printed but it is different. You can get it by web on social media. You can choose the
most effective book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is referred to
as of book Things Kept, Things Left Behind (Iowa Short Fiction Award). You'll be able to your knowledge
by it. Without departing the printed book, it might add your knowledge and make you happier to read. It is
most significant that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one spot to other place.
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