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Throughout the nineteenth and into the early decades of the twentieth century, it was common for rural and
working-class parents in the Czech-German borderlands to ensure that their children were bilingual by
sending them to live with families who spoke the "other" language. As nationalism became a more potent
forcein Central Europe, however, such practices troubled pro-German and pro-Czech activists, who feared
that the children born to their nation could literally be "lost" or "kidnapped" from the national community
through such experiences and, more generally, by parents who were either flexible about national belonging
or atogether indifferent to it.

Highlighting this indifference to nationalism-and concerns about such apathy among nationalists-Kidnapped
Souls offers a surprising new perspective on Central European politics and society in the first half of the
twentieth century. Drawing on Austrian, Czech, and German archives, Tara Zahra shows how nationalistsin
the Bohemian Lands worked to forge political culturesin which children belonged more rightfully to the
national collective than to their parents. Through their educational and social activism to fix the boundaries
of nation and family, Zahrafinds, Czech and German nationalists reveal the set of beliefs they shared about
children, family, democracy, minority rights, and the relationship between the individual and the collective.
Zahra shows that by 1939 a vigorous tradition of Czech-German nationalist competition over children had
created cultures that would shape the policies of the Nazi occupation and the Czech responseto it.

The book's concluding chapter weighs the prehistory and consequences of the postwar expulsion of German
families from the Bohemian Lands. Kidnapped Souls is a significant contribution to our understanding of the
genealogy of modern nationalism in Central Europe and a groundbreaking exploration of the ways in which
children have been the objects of political contestation when national communities have sought to shape, or
to reshape, their futures.
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From reader reviews:
Karen Ruiz:

This Kidnapped Souls: National Indifference and the Battle for Children in the Bohemian Lands, 1900-1948
tend to be reliable for you who want to be a successful person, why. The main reason of this Kidnapped
Souls: National Indifference and the Battle for Children in the Bohemian Lands, 1900-1948 can be on the list
of great books you must have will be giving you more than just simple studying food but feed you actually
with information that probably will shock your earlier knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it just
about everywhere and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed people. Beside that this Kidnapped
Souls: National Indifference and the Battle for Children in the Bohemian Lands, 1900-1948 giving you an
enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that could it
useful in your day exercise. So, let's haveit and revel in reading.

Susan M etcalf:

This book untitled Kidnapped Souls: National Indifference and the Battle for Children in the Bohemian
Lands, 1900-1948 to be one of several books this best seller in thisyear, here is because when you read this
reserve you can get alot of benefit init. You will easily to buy that book in the book store or you can order it
by way of online. The publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book,
as you can read this book in your Cell phone. So there is no reason to your account to past this guide from
your list.

Thomas Schulz;

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got pupils? We believe that that problem
was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. So you know
that little person like reading or as reading through become their hobby. Y ou should know that reading is
very important and book as to be the factor. Book isimportant thing to provide you knowledge, except your
personal teacher or lecturer. Y ou get good news or update concerning something by book. Different
categories of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is actually Kidnapped Souls:
National Indifference and the Battle for Children in the Bohemian Lands, 1900-1948.

Lowell Bohler:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. Y ou can take knowledge and
information originating from abook. Book is created or printed or descriptive from each source which filled
update of news. Within this modern eralike currently, many ways to get information are available for an
individual. From media social including newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book,
new and comic. Y ou can add your knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to spread
out your book? Or just trying to find the Kidnapped Souls: National Indifference and the Battle for Children
in the Bohemian Lands, 1900-1948 when you required it?
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