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Astrophysicist and space pioneer James Van Allen (1914-2006), for whom the Van Allen radiation belts
were named, was among the principal scientific investigators for twenty-four space missions, including
Explorer | in 1958, the first successful U.S. satellite; Mariner 2's 1962 flyby of Venus, the first successful
mission to another planet; and the 1970s Pioneer 10 and Pioneer 11 missions that surveyed Jupiter and
Saturn. Although heretired as a University of lowa professor of physics and astronomy in 1985, he remained
an active researcher, using his campus office to monitor data from Pioneer 10—on course to reach the edge
of the solar system when its signal was lost in 2003—until a short time before his death at the age of ninety-
one. Now Abigail Foerstner blends space science drama, military agendas, cold war politics, and the events
of Van Allen’slengthy career to create the first biography of this highly influential physicist.

Drawing on Van Allen’s correspondence and publications, years of interviews with him as well as with more
than a hundred other people, and declassified documents from such archives as the Jet Propulsion
Laboratory, the Kennedy Space Center, and the Applied Physics Laboratory, Foerstner describes Van
Allen’slife from his lowa childhood to hisfirst experiments at White Sands to the years of Explorer | until
his death in 2006.

Often called the father of space science, James Van Allen led the way to mapping a new solar system based
on the solar wind, massive solar storms, and cosmic rays. Pioneer 10 alone sent him more than thirty years

of readings that hel ped push our recognition of the boundary of the solar system billions of miles past Pluto.
Abigail Foerstner’s compelling biography charts the eventful life and time of thistrailblazing physicist.
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From reader reviews:
Janet Stede:

This James Van Allen: The First Eight Billion Miles are usually reliable for you who want to certainly be a
successful person, why. The main reason of this James Van Allen: The First Eight Billion Miles can be
among the great books you must have is actually giving you more than just simple studying food but feed
anyone with information that might be will shock your before knowledge. This book is usually handy, you
can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed ones. Beside
that this James Van Allen: The First Eight Billion Miles giving you an enormous of experience for example
rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day activity. So, let's
haveit and revel in reading.

Johanna Land:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Try to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't ascertain book by its handle may
doesn't work the following is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not because fantastic
as in the outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer is usually James Van Allen: The First Eight Billion
Miles why because the wonderful cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint an
individual. Theinside or content is actually fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Y our reading 6th sense
will directly show you to pick up this book.

Helen Christopher:

In this particular erawhich isthe greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more
valuable than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you need
to doisjust spending your time little but quite enough to possess alook at some books. One of the booksin
the top listing in your reading list is actually James Van Allen: The First Eight Billion Miles. This book and
that is qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in turning out to be precious person. By looking
way up and review this reserve you can get many advantages.

Ann Amos.

Y ou can find this James Van Allen: The First Eight Billion Miles by look at the bookstore or Mall. Just
viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve issueif you get difficulties on your knowledge.
Kinds of this publication are various. Not only by means of written or printed but also can you enjoy this
book by e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you just looking by your mobile phone and searching
what your problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more information about your guide. It is
most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still update. Let's try to choose proper
ways for you.
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