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When Achilles dons his armor, gods and readers alike know the outcome, as does the hero himself. But when
the commoner becomes the hero, when, as Dr. Johnson remarked in 1750, the heroes of modern fiction are
"leveled with the rest of the world"--now that's a different story. In this ambitious work, Stewart Justman
ranges across Western literature from the Iliad and the Odyssey through Cervantes and Shakespeare to
Dickens, Tolstoy, and Dostoevsky to show how such a leveling not only changed the appearance of
literature, but made possible new ways of constructing a tale.

Only when influenced by the principle of equality does a narrative deliberately deny readers knowledge
beyond those they are reading about--privileged knowledge. This book argues that such a turn, in the hands
of masters of the novel, changed narrative itself into an exploration of the limits of knowledge; that the
portrayal of persons unknown to history transformed the novel into an investigation of the unknown. If the
novel is the literary form of limited knowledge, the fullest expression of that form is found in the great
fictional experiments of the nineteenth century, the age when the social question--the question of human
equality--broke upon the world. Justman looks into some of those experiments for their own sake, but also
for the light they cast on the nature and history of the novel. Focusing on Great Expectations, War and
Peace, The Death of Ivan Ilych, and The Brothers Karamazov, Justman explores what happens when we, as
readers, are denied knowledge not only for the sake of suspense, but because ignorance belongs to what we
have in common, the human condition.
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From reader reviews:

Emily Walker:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you
require something to explain what yours problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy person? If
you don't have spare time to do others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you have
time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They must answer that question due to
the fact just their can do in which. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is proper.
Because start from on guardería until university need this kind of Literature and Human Equality (Rethinking
Theory) to read.

Robbie Stamant:

Literature and Human Equality (Rethinking Theory) can be one of your beginning books that are good idea.
We all recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary which could increase
your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The copy
writer giving his/her effort to get every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing Literature and Human
Equality (Rethinking Theory) however doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest along with
based confirm resource details that maybe you can be one among it. This great information can certainly
drawn you into fresh stage of crucial thinking.

Jessica Jennings:

This Literature and Human Equality (Rethinking Theory) is great guide for you because the content and that
is full of information for you who also always deal with world and get to make decision every minute. This
kind of book reveal it details accurately using great plan word or we can state no rambling sentences inside
it. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight
forward sentences but challenging core information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having Literature
and Human Equality (Rethinking Theory) in your hand like getting the world in your arm, info in it is not
ridiculous a single. We can say that no e-book that offer you world with ten or fifteen tiny right but this
reserve already do that. So , this is good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt which?

Chuck Bryson:

The book untitled Literature and Human Equality (Rethinking Theory) contain a lot of information on the
idea. The writer explains the woman idea with easy approach. The language is very straightforward all the
people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read that. The book was written by famous author. The
author gives you in the new period of time of literary works. It is easy to read this book because you can
continue reading your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book throughout anywhere and anytime.
In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can start their official web-site in addition to order it.
Have a nice go through.
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