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In this revisionist account of France’s crushing defeat in 1940, a world authority on French history argues
that the nation’s downfall has long been misunderstood. Philip Nord assesses France’s diplomatic and
military preparations for war with Germany, its conduct of the war once the fighting began, and the political
consequences of defeat on the battlefield. He also tracks attitudes among French leaders once defeat seemed
a likelihood, identifying who among them took advantage of the nation’s misfortunes to sabotage democratic
institutions and plot an authoritarian way forward. Nord finds that the longstanding view that France’s
collapse was due to military unpreparedeness and a decadent national character is unsupported by fact.
 
Instead, he reveals that the Third Republic was no worse prepared and its military failings no less dramatic
than those of the United States and other Allies in the early years of the war. What was unique in France was
the betrayal by military and political elites who abandoned the Republic and supported the reprehensible
Vichy takeover. Why then have historians and politicians ever since interpreted the defeat as a judgment on
the nation as a whole? Why has the focus been on the failings of the Third Republic and not on elite
betrayal? The author examines these questions in a fascinating conclusion.
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From reader reviews:

Anita Rhodes:

This France 1940: Defending the Republic book is not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your
hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book will be information inside this book incredible fresh, you
will get information which is getting deeper a person read a lot of information you will get. That France
1940: Defending the Republic without we realize teach the one who reading it become critical in considering
and analyzing. Don't always be worry France 1940: Defending the Republic can bring if you are and not
make your carrier space or bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it within your lovely laptop
even telephone. This France 1940: Defending the Republic having good arrangement in word and also
layout, so you will not sense uninterested in reading.

Joann Nixon:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
and so. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a book will give you a lot of new facts.
When you read a guide you will get new information since book is one of a number of ways to share the
information or even their idea. Second, reading a book will make a person more imaginative. When you
reading a book especially fictional book the author will bring that you imagine the story how the figures do it
anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to others. When you read this France 1940: Defending the
Republic, it is possible to tells your family, friends and also soon about yours book. Your knowledge can
inspire the others, make them reading a reserve.

Linda Meier:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with close friends is thing
that usually you might have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try issue that really opposite
from that. One activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
are ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love France 1940: Defending the Republic, you
could enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still wish to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh
occur its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its known as reading friends.

Kathryn Cortez:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information quicker
to share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon. You can
observe that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. Typically the book that recommended
to you is France 1940: Defending the Republic this reserve consist a lot of the information from the
condition of this world now. This book was represented how does the world has grown up. The words styles
that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to understand. The writer made some research when he makes
this book. This is why this book ideal all of you.
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