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Is Judaism a religion, a culture, a nationality--or a mixture of all of these? In How Judaism Became a
Religion, Leora Batnitzky boldly argues that this question more than any other has driven modern Jewish
thought since the eighteenth century. This wide-ranging and lucid introduction tells the story of how Judaism
came to be defined as a religion in the modern period--and why Jewish thinkers have fought as well as
championed this idea.

Ever since the Enlightenment, Jewish thinkers have debated whether and how Judaism--largely a religion of
practice and public adherence to law--can fit into a modern, Protestant conception of religion as an individual
and private matter of belief or faith. Batnitzky makes the novel argument that it is this clash between the
modern category of religion and Judaism that is responsible for much of the creative tension in modern
Jewish thought. Tracing how the idea of Jewish religion has been defended and resisted from the eighteenth
century to today, the book discusses many of the major Jewish thinkers of the past three centuries, including
Moses Mendelssohn, Abraham Geiger, Hermann Cohen, Martin Buber, Zvi Yehuda Kook, Theodor Herzl,
and Mordecai Kaplan. At the same time, it tells the story of modern orthodoxy, the German-Jewish
renaissance, Jewish religion after the Holocaust, the emergence of the Jewish individual, the birth of Jewish
nationalism, and Jewish religion in America.

More than an introduction, How Judaism Became a Religion presents a compelling new perspective on the
history of modern Jewish thought.
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From reader reviews:

Vicky Moore:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important take action, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a book. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add your
knowledge by the publication entitled How Judaism Became a Religion: An Introduction to Modern Jewish
Thought. Try to stumble through book How Judaism Became a Religion: An Introduction to Modern Jewish
Thought as your pal. It means that it can to become your friend when you sense alone and beside those of
course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The book makes you a
lot more confidence because you can know everything by the book. So , we need to make new experience
and also knowledge with this book.

Stanley Hanson:

Here thing why this kind of How Judaism Became a Religion: An Introduction to Modern Jewish Thought
are different and trustworthy to be yours. First of all studying a book is good but it really depends in the
content of it which is the content is as yummy as food or not. How Judaism Became a Religion: An
Introduction to Modern Jewish Thought giving you information deeper as different ways, you can find any
publication out there but there is no e-book that similar with How Judaism Became a Religion: An
Introduction to Modern Jewish Thought. It gives you thrill reading through journey, its open up your own
personal eyes about the thing in which happened in the world which is possibly can be happened around you.
It is easy to bring everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in your way home by train. For anyone
who is having difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe the form of How Judaism Became a Religion:
An Introduction to Modern Jewish Thought in e-book can be your alternative.

Shawn Young:

The experience that you get from How Judaism Became a Religion: An Introduction to Modern Jewish
Thought is the more deep you excavating the information that hide within the words the more you get serious
about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to be aware of but How Judaism Became a Religion:
An Introduction to Modern Jewish Thought giving you excitement feeling of reading. The article writer
conveys their point in particular way that can be understood by anyone who read it because the author of this
guide is well-known enough. This particular book also makes your own personal vocabulary increase well.
So it is easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise you
for having this particular How Judaism Became a Religion: An Introduction to Modern Jewish Thought
instantly.

Thelma Davis:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our information for everything. By a book we can know
everything you want. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year had



been exactly added. This e-book How Judaism Became a Religion: An Introduction to Modern Jewish
Thought was filled regarding science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your scientific
disciplines competence. Some people has various feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know
how big advantage of a book, you can experience enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like at this point,
many ways to get book that you wanted.
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