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Lost Horizon is a 1933 novel by English writer James Hilton. It is best remembered as the origin of Shangri-
La, a fictional utopian lamasery high in the mountains of Tibet. Hugh Conway, a veteran member of the
British diplomatic service, finds inner peace, love, and a sense of purpose in Shangri-La, whose inhabitants
enjoy unheard-of longevity. Among the book's themes is an allusion to the possibility of another cataclysmic
world war brewing, as indeed it was at the time. It is said to have been inspired at least in part by accounts of
travels in Tibetan borderlands, published in the National Geographic by the explorer and botanist Joseph
Rock. The remote communities he visited, such as Muli, show many similarities to the fictional Shangri-La.
One such town, Zhongdian, has now officially renamed itself as Shangri La (Chinese: Xianggelila) because
of its claim to be the inspiration for the novel. The book explicitly notes that having made war on the ground
man would now fill the skies with death, and that all precious things were in danger of being lost, like the
lost histories of Rome ("Lost books of Livy"). It was hoped that overlooked by the violent, Shangri-la would
preserve them and reveal them later to a receptive world exhausted by war. That was the real purpose of the
Lamasary; study, inner peace and long life were a side benefit to living there. Conway is a veteran of the
trench warfare of WWI, with the emotional state frequently cited after that war--a sense of emotional
exhaustion or accelerated emotional aging. This harmonizes with the existing residents of the lamasary and
he is strongly attracted to life at Shangri-La.
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From reader reviews:

Alan Dougherty:

Now a day folks who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each info they get. How individuals to be
smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Studying a book can help
folks out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Lost Horizon book as this book offers you rich info
and knowledge. Of course the details in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably
know this.

Marvin Smith:

This book untitled Lost Horizon to be one of several books this best seller in this year, here is because when
you read this publication you can get a lot of benefit on it. You will easily to buy this kind of book in the
book retail store or you can order it through online. The publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes
you quicker to read this book, as you can read this book in your Smart phone. So there is no reason for you to
past this guide from your list.

Oliver Lyle:

Lost Horizon can be one of your beginner books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight
away because this guide has good vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in words, easy to
understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information. The author giving his/her effort that
will put every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing Lost Horizon although doesn't forget the main
stage, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource info that maybe you can be among it. This
great information can certainly drawn you into new stage of crucial imagining.

Danielle Burdette:

Beside this kind of Lost Horizon in your phone, it could possibly give you a way to get more close to the
new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you may got here is fresh in the oven so don't
end up being worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow small town. It is good thing to have Lost
Horizon because this book offers for your requirements readable information. Do you sometimes have book
but you don't get what it's about. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this with your hand. The
Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to
miss this? Find this book and read it from currently!
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