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What isit about the music you love that makes you want to hear it again?
Why do we crave a"hook" that returns, again and again, within the same piece?
And how does a song end up getting stuck in your head?

Whether it's a motif repeated throughout a composition, a sample looped under an electronic dance beat, a
passage replayed incessantly by a musician in a practice room-or an "earworm" burrowing through your
mind like a broken record-repetition is nearly as integral to music as the notes themselves. Its centrality has
been acknowledged by everyone from evolutionary biologist W. Tecumseh Fitch, who has called it a"design
feature" of music, to the composer Arnold Schoenberg who admitted that "intelligibility in music seemsto be
impossible without repetition." And yet, stunningly littleis actually understood about repetition and itsrole
inmusic.

On Repeat offers the first in-depth inquiry into music's repetitive nature, focusing not on a particular style, or
body of work, but on repertoire from across time periods and cultures. Author Elizabeth Hellmuth Margulis
draws on adiverse array of fieldsincluding music theory, psycholinguistics, neuroscience, and cognitive
psychology, to look head-on at the underlying perceptual mechanisms associated with repetition. Her work
sheds light on arange of issues from repetition's use as a compositional tool to itsrole in characterizing our
behavior as listeners, and then moves beyond music to consider related implications for repetition in
language, learning, and communication.

Written in engaging prose, and enlivening otherwise complex concepts for the specialist and non-specialist

alike, On Repeat will captivate scholars and students across numerous disciplines from music theory and
history, to psychology and neuroscience-and anyone fascinated by the puzzle of repetition in music.
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From reader reviews:
Christi Ross:

The book On Repeat: How Music Plays the Mind make one feel enjoy for your spare time. Y ou should use to
make your capable more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you getting tension or having big
problem with the subject. If you can make reading a book On Repeat: How Music Plays the Mind to be your
habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about several or
all subjects. You could know everything if you like available and read a guide On Repeat: How Music Plays
the Mind. Kinds of book are alot of. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or other individuals. So,
how do you think about this guide?

Betty Casas.

This On Repeat: How Music Plays the Mind are generally reliable for you who want to become a successful
person, why. The reason why of this On Repeat: How Music Plays the Mind can be one of severa great
books you must have is usually giving you more than just simple studying food but feed you with
information that possibly will shock your preceding knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it
everywhere and whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed versions. Beside that this On Repeat:
How Music Plays the Mind giving you an enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you
trial of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day pastime. So, let's have it and enjoy reading.

Vincent Ashworth:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, quick story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not seeking On Repeat: How Music Plays
the Mind that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied through reading this book. Reading
addiction all over the world can be said as the method for people to know world a great deal better then how
they react toward the world. It can't be said constantly that reading practice only for the geeky man but for all
of you who wants to end up being success person. So, for al of you who want to start reading as your good
habit, you could pick On Repeat: How Music Plays the Mind become your current starter.

Robert Ford:

A number of people said that they feel fed up when they reading a book. They are directly felt this when they
get ahalf elements of the book. Y ou can choose often the book On Repeat: How Music Plays the Mind to
make your own reading is interesting. Y our personal skill of reading proficiency is developing when you like
reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the opinion about book and
reading especially. It isto beinitial opinion for you to like to start a book and study it. Beside that the e-book
On Repeat: How Music Plays the Mind can to be your new friend when you're sense alone and confuse using
what must you're doing of that time.
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