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For much of the twentieth century, the New York Jewish deli was an iconic institution in both Jewish and
American life. As a social space it rivaled—and in some ways surpassed—the synagogue as the primary
gathering place for the Jewish community. In popular culture it has been the setting for classics like When
Harry Met Sally
. And today, after a long period languishing in the trenches of the hopelessly old-fashioned, it is experiencing
a nostalgic resurgence.
 
Pastrami on Rye is the first full-length history of the New York Jewish deli. The deli, argues Ted Merwin,
reached its full flowering not in the immigrant period, as some might assume, but in the interwar era, when
the children of Jewish immigrants celebrated the first flush of their success in America by downing
sandwiches and cheesecake in theater district delis. But it was the kosher deli that followed Jews as they
settled in the outer boroughs of the city, and that became the most tangible symbol of their continuing desire
to maintain a connection to their heritage. Ultimately, upwardly mobile American Jews discarded the deli as
they transitioned from outsider to insider status in the middle of the century. Now contemporary Jews are
returning the deli to cult status as they seek to reclaim their cultural identities. 
 
Richly researched and compellingly told, Pastrami on Rye gives us the surprising story of a quintessential
New York institution.
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From reader reviews:

Mark Armstrong:

This book untitled Pastrami on Rye: An Overstuffed History of the Jewish Deli to be one of several books
that will best seller in this year, this is because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit into it.
You will easily to buy this book in the book retail store or you can order it by using online. The publisher
with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, since you can read this book
in your Smart phone. So there is no reason for your requirements to past this guide from your list.

Paul Heisler:

The e-book with title Pastrami on Rye: An Overstuffed History of the Jewish Deli has lot of information that
you can learn it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. This kind of book exist new understanding the
information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the world at this point. That is important to
yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you in new era of the
the positive effect. You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere you
want.

Veronica Shriner:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV,
or maybe playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity honestly, that is look
different you can read the book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you
can spent the entire day to reading a e-book. The book Pastrami on Rye: An Overstuffed History of the
Jewish Deli it is extremely good to read. There are a lot of people who recommended this book. These
people were enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have enough space to bring this book you can
buy often the e-book. You can m0ore simply to read this book from your smart phone. The price is not to
fund but this book has high quality.

Jamie Durbin:

Many people spending their period by playing outside with friends, fun activity with family or just watching
TV the whole day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by studying a book. Ugh, do you
think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It alright you can
have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Pastrami on Rye: An Overstuffed
History of the Jewish Deli which is obtaining the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's observe.
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