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Grounded in student experiences at nineteenth-century Alfred University, this social history explores the
origins of women’s higher education and the rural roots of reform.

“The essential powers of the spirit are neither masculine nor feminine, but human, sexless. Thought knows
no sex.” — Jonathan Allen, President, Alfred University (1867–1892)

One of the nation’s first coeducational colleges and an early leader in women’s higher education, Alfred
University offered a remarkably egalitarian environment for women in an era when their voices were
silenced elsewhere. Founded in 1836 as a select school in rural western New York State, it embraced
women’s public speaking, women’s rights, and even suffrage. Susan Rumsey Strong shares the history of
nineteenth-century Alfred, explaining its uniquely liberal environment by focusing on the individuals who
created it and the sociocultural factors that contributed to it. Shared labor, a dense kinship system, a
separatist denomination, independence from that denomination, liberal theology, and a secular mission all
supported an explicit ideology of equality. Grounded in student experiences of the period, this social history
explores the origins of women’s higher education and the rural roots of reform. Along the way, Strong
allows individual voices from diaries, letters, and recollections to recount their own stories, revealing the
excitement, hopes, and fears felt by some of the first women to aspire to higher education.

At Alfred University, Susan Rumsey Strong is Reference Librarian, Herrick Memorial Library, and has also
served as Vice-President and Associate Provost.
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From reader reviews:

Eric Ray:

Here thing why that Thought Knows No Sex: Women's Rights at Alfred University are different and
trustworthy to be yours. First of all examining a book is good nonetheless it depends in the content than it
which is the content is as delightful as food or not. Thought Knows No Sex: Women's Rights at Alfred
University giving you information deeper and in different ways, you can find any book out there but there is
no e-book that similar with Thought Knows No Sex: Women's Rights at Alfred University. It gives you thrill
reading through journey, its open up your personal eyes about the thing that happened in the world which is
possibly can be happened around you. You can bring everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in
your approach home by train. When you are having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the
form of Thought Knows No Sex: Women's Rights at Alfred University in e-book can be your choice.

Carolyn Hoffman:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will
make someone to understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information
better to share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon.
You will see that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The particular book that
recommended to you personally is Thought Knows No Sex: Women's Rights at Alfred University this
publication consist a lot of the information of the condition of this world now. This book was represented
how can the world has grown up. The language styles that writer require to explain it is easy to understand.
The particular writer made some exploration when he makes this book. That is why this book ideal all of
you.

Pedro Engle:

Many people spending their period by playing outside having friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by reading a book. Ugh,
do you think reading a book can actually hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It okay you can
have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Thought Knows No Sex:
Women's Rights at Alfred University which is having the e-book version. So , why not try out this book?
Let's find.

Rita Beatty:

Is it you who having spare time then spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or just
telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This Thought Knows No Sex: Women's Rights at
Alfred University can be the solution, oh how comes? A book you know. You are thus out of date, spending
your time by reading in this brand new era is common not a geek activity. So what these publications have
than the others?
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