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British novelist, short story writer, and poet of the naturalist movement. He captured the epoch just before
the railways and the industrial revolution changed the English countryside. His works are pessimistic and
bitterly ironic, and hiswriting is rough but capable of immense power.

Hisfirst novel, The Poor Man and the Lady, finished by 1867, failed to find a publisher and Hardy destroyed
the manuscript. Only parts of the novel remain. He was encouraged to try again by his mentor and friend,
Victorian poet and novelist George Meredith. Desperate Remedies [1871] and Under the Greenwood Tree
[1872] were published anonymously. In 1873 A Pair of Blue Eyes, a story drawing on Hardy's courtship of
hisfirst wife, was published under his own name.

In Far from the Madding Crowd [1874], his next (and first important) novel, Hardy introduced Wessex, the
"partly-real, partly-dream” county named after the Anglo-Saxon kingdom that existed in the area. The
landscape was modelled on the real counties of Berkshire, Devon, Dorset, Hampshire, Somerset and
Wiltshire, with fictional places based on real locations.

Over the next twenty-five years Hardy produced ten more novels.

The Hardys moved from London to Y eovil and then to Sturminster Newton, where he wrote The Return of
the Native [1878]. In 1885, they moved for alast time, to Max Gate, a house outside Dorchester designed by
Hardy and built by his brother. There he wrote The Mayor of Casterbridge [1886], The Woodlanders [1887],
and Tess of the d'Urbervilles[1891], the latter which attracted criticism for its sympathetic portrayal of a
"fallen woman" and was initialy refused publication. Jude the Obscure, published in 1895, was met with
even stronger negative outcries by the Victorian public for its frank treatment of sex.

Despite this criticism, Hardy had become a celebrity in English literature by the 1900s, with several
blockbuster novels under his belt, yet he was disgusted with the public reception of two of his greatest
works. He gave up writing novels altogether.
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From reader reviews:
Keith Kuhlman:

This A Group of Noble Dames tend to be reliable for you who want to become a successful person, why. The
main reason of this A Group of Noble Dames can be one of the great books you must have is giving you
more than just simple reading through food but feed a person with information that perhaps will shock your
previous knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your
conditions in the e-book and printed ones. Beside that this A Group of Noble Dames giving you an enormous
of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day
pastime. So, let's have it and enjoy reading.

Marina Tucker:

This book untitled A Group of Noble Dames to be one of several books that will best seller in this year, here
is because when you read this publication you can get alot of benefit onto it. Y ou will easily to buy thiskind
of book in the book store or you can order it by using online. The publisher in this book sells the e-book too.
It makes you easier to read this book, since you can read this book in your Touch screen phone. So thereis
No reason to you to past this e-book from your list.

Nila Cobb:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book when
compared with can satisfy your limited time to read it because this all time you only find reserve that need
more time to be examine. A Group of Noble Dames can be your answer since it can be read by an individual
who have those short spare time problems.

Preston Garza:

The book untitled A Group of Noble Dames contain alot of information on the idea. The writer explains the
girl ideawith easy way. The language is very simple to implement all the people, so do certainly not worry,
you can easy to read this. The book was compiled by famous author. The author will take you in the new
period of literary works. It is easy to read this book because you can please read on your smart phone, or
model, so you can read the book throughout anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can
wide open their official web-site and order it. Have a nice go through.
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