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Can humanity be divided into good and evil? And if so, is it possible for the good to vanquish the evil,
eradicating it from the face of the Earth by declaring war on evildoers and bringing them to justice? Can we
overcome evil by the power of memory? In Memory as a Remedy for Evil, Tzvetan Todorov answers these
questions in the negative, arguing that despite all our efforts to the contrary, we cannot be delivered from
evil.

In this work on evil, memory and justice, Todorov examines the uses of memory and the spate of memorial
laws in France in order to show how memory has failed as a remedy against evil and how efforts to come to
grips with past evil through trials and punitive justice have failed as well. Todorov locates the fatal flaw of
all these approaches in our erroneous relationship with evil as alterity, the distinction that we draw between
ourselves and others that allows us to imagine ourselves in the appealing role of hero and victim and confine
others to the role of villain and criminal.

Similarly, in his analysis of the South African Truth and Reconciliation Commission and Cambodia’s Khmer
Rouge Tribunal, Todorov argues in favor of restorative justice, which “seeks not to punish but to restore
relations that should never have been interrupted” between former perpetrators and former victims.

Memory as a Remedy for Evil is a powerful and timely work that asks that we recognize the good and evil
within each of us—and reminds us that it is only by coming to terms with evil and trying to understand it that
we can hope to tame it.
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From reader reviews:

Frances Lockhart:

The book Memory as a Remedy for Evil (Seagull Books - The French List) can give more knowledge and
information about everything you want. So just why must we leave the best thing like a book Memory as a
Remedy for Evil (Seagull Books - The French List)? Several of you have a different opinion about
publication. But one aim that book can give many information for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try
to closer with the book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, you are able to give for each other;
you are able to share all of these. Book Memory as a Remedy for Evil (Seagull Books - The French List) has
simple shape however you know: it has great and big function for you. You can appear the enormous world
by open up and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Mario Rice:

This Memory as a Remedy for Evil (Seagull Books - The French List) book is not ordinary book, you have it
then the world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book is information inside this e-
book incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper you read a lot of information you will get.
This kind of Memory as a Remedy for Evil (Seagull Books - The French List) without we realize teach the
one who looking at it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't become worry Memory as a Remedy
for Evil (Seagull Books - The French List) can bring any time you are and not make your handbag space or
bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it inside your lovely laptop even cell phone. This
Memory as a Remedy for Evil (Seagull Books - The French List) having excellent arrangement in word as
well as layout, so you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Patricia Glover:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind ability
or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book when compared
with can satisfy your short period of time to read it because all of this time you only find publication that
need more time to be go through. Memory as a Remedy for Evil (Seagull Books - The French List) can be
your answer since it can be read by you actually who have those short free time problems.

Lewis Shafer:

Beside this kind of Memory as a Remedy for Evil (Seagull Books - The French List) in your phone, it could
possibly give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or information. The information and the
knowledge you will got here is fresh through the oven so don't be worry if you feel like an aged people live
in narrow community. It is good thing to have Memory as a Remedy for Evil (Seagull Books - The French
List) because this book offers to your account readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but you
seldom get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this in the hand. The
Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want



to miss the idea? Find this book in addition to read it from at this point!
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