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Josephine Roche (1886–1976) was a progressive activist, New Deal policymaker, and businesswoman. As a
pro-labor and feminist member of Franklin D. Roosevelt’s administration, she shaped the founding
legislation of the U.S. welfare state and generated the national conversation about health-care policy that
Americans are still having today. In this gripping biography, Robyn Muncy offers Roche’s persistent
progressivism as evidence for surprising continuities among the Progressive Era, the New Deal, and the
Great Society.

Muncy explains that Roche became the second-highest-ranking woman in the New Deal government after
running a Colorado coal company in partnership with coal miners themselves. Once in office, Roche
developed a national health plan that was stymied by World War II but enacted piecemeal during the postwar
period, culminating in Medicare and Medicaid in the 1960s. By then, Roche directed the United Mine
Workers of America Welfare and Retirement Fund, an initiative aimed at bolstering the labor movement,
advancing managed health care, and reorganizing medicine to facilitate national health insurance, one of
Roche’s unrealized dreams.

In Relentless Reformer, Muncy uses Roche’s dramatic life story—from her stint as Denver’s first
policewoman in 1912 to her fight against a murderous labor union official in 1972—as a unique vantage
point from which to examine the challenges that women have faced in public life and to reassess the meaning
and trajectory of progressive reform.
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From reader reviews:

Katherine Levy:

The book Relentless Reformer: Josephine Roche and Progressivism in Twentieth-Century America (Politics
and Society in Twentieth-Century America) can give more knowledge and also the precise product
information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave the great thing like a book Relentless
Reformer: Josephine Roche and Progressivism in Twentieth-Century America (Politics and Society in
Twentieth-Century America)? Some of you have a different opinion about book. But one aim which book
can give many data for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or info
that you take for that, you could give for each other; you can share all of these. Book Relentless Reformer:
Josephine Roche and Progressivism in Twentieth-Century America (Politics and Society in Twentieth-
Century America) has simple shape however you know: it has great and large function for you. You can
seem the enormous world by start and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Christa Nisbet:

As people who live in the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or information even knowledge
to make these keep up with the era and that is always change and make progress. Some of you maybe will
update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems coming to an
individual is you don't know what type you should start with. This Relentless Reformer: Josephine Roche
and Progressivism in Twentieth-Century America (Politics and Society in Twentieth-Century America) is
our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and
wish in this era.

Alison Caulfield:

Do you among people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on guys
that aren't like that. This Relentless Reformer: Josephine Roche and Progressivism in Twentieth-Century
America (Politics and Society in Twentieth-Century America) book is readable by means of you who hate
the straight word style. You will find the data here are arrange for enjoyable reading through experience
without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you. The writer involving Relentless
Reformer: Josephine Roche and Progressivism in Twentieth-Century America (Politics and Society in
Twentieth-Century America) content conveys prospect easily to understand by lots of people. The printed
and e-book are not different in the articles but it just different such as it. So , do you nonetheless thinking
Relentless Reformer: Josephine Roche and Progressivism in Twentieth-Century America (Politics and
Society in Twentieth-Century America) is not loveable to be your top list reading book?

Jonathan Sanders:

A lot of book has printed but it is unique. You can get it by web on social media. You can choose the top
book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is called of book Relentless



Reformer: Josephine Roche and Progressivism in Twentieth-Century America (Politics and Society in
Twentieth-Century America). Contain your knowledge by it. Without causing the printed book, it could add
your knowledge and make a person happier to read. It is most essential that, you must aware about e-book. It
can bring you from one place to other place.
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