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Religious imagery was ubiquitous in late-nineteenth-century American life: department stores, schoolbooks,
postcards, and popular magazines all featured elements of Christian visual culture. Such imagery was not
limited to commercial and religious artifacts, however, for it also found its way into contemporary fine art. In
Signs of Grace, Kristin Schwain looks anew at the explicitly religious work of four prominent artists in this
period?Thomas Eakins, F. Holland Day, Abbott Handerson Thayer, and Henry Ossawa Tanner?and argues
that art and religion performed analogous functions within American culture. Fully expressing the concerns
and values of turn-of-the-century Americans, this artwork depicted religious figures and encouraged the
beholders' communion with them.Describing how these artists drew on their religious beliefs and practices,
as well as how beholders looked to art to provide a transcendent experience, Schwain explores how a modern
conception of faith as an individual relationship with the divine facilitated this sanctified relationship
between art and viewer. This stress on the interior and subjective experience of religion accentuated the
artist's efforts to engage beholders personally with works of art; how better to fix the viewer's attention than
to hold out the promise of salvation? Schwain shows that while these new visual practices emphasized
individual encounters with art objects, they also carried profound social implications. By negotiating changes
in religious belief?by aestheticizing faith in a new, particularly American manner?these practices contributed
to evolving debates about art, ethnicity, sexuality, and gender.
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From reader reviews:

Edward Baca:

The book Signs of Grace: Religion and American Art in the Gilded Age can give more knowledge and
information about everything you want. Why must we leave the great thing like a book Signs of Grace:
Religion and American Art in the Gilded Age? Several of you have a different opinion about e-book. But one
aim that book can give many details for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer together with your
book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; you can share all
of these. Book Signs of Grace: Religion and American Art in the Gilded Age has simple shape however you
know: it has great and big function for you. You can appear the enormous world by open up and read a e-
book. So it is very wonderful.

Marlys Wieland:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive today, people have
do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and
notice through surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated the idea for a while is
reading. Sure, by reading a guide your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stay than other is
high. In your case who want to start reading a new book, we give you this particular Signs of Grace: Religion
and American Art in the Gilded Age book as basic and daily reading publication. Why, because this book is
more than just a book.

Stella Carpenter:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their down time with their
family, or their particular friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, going to beach, or
picnic inside park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something
different to fill your free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book could be option to fill your cost-free time/
holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to
try out look for book, may be the publication untitled Signs of Grace: Religion and American Art in the
Gilded Age can be good book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Stacey Thompson:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got students? We believe that that query
was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. So you
know that little person just like reading or as looking at become their hobby. You need to understand that
reading is very important in addition to book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to add you
knowledge, except your personal teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update concerning
something by book. A substantial number of sorts of books that can you take to be your object. One of them
is Signs of Grace: Religion and American Art in the Gilded Age.
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