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Barbara Novak is one of Americas premier art historians, the author of the seminal books American Painting
of the Nineteenth Century and Nature and Culture, the latter of which was named one of the Ten Best Books
of the Year by The New York Times and was nominated for a National Book Critics Circle Award. Now,
with Voyages of the Self, this esteemed critic completes the trilogy begun with the two earlier works,
offering once again an exhilarating exploration of American art and culture. In this book, Novak explores
several inspired pairings of key writers and painters, drawing insightful parallels between such masters as
John Singleton Copley and Jonathan Edwards, Winslow Homer and William James, Frederic Edwin Church
and Walt Whitman, and Jackson Pollock and Charles Olson. Through these and other groupings, Novak
tracks the varied meanings of the self in America, in which the most salient characteristics of each artist or
writer is shown to draw from--and in turn influence--the larger map of American life. Two major threads
weaving through the book are the American preoccupation with the object and our continuing return to
pragmatism. Novak notes for instance how Copleys art mirrors the puritan denial of self found in Jonathan
Edwards and how as colonial scientists they share an interest in sensation and observation. She sees Winslow
Homer and William James as practitioners of a pragmatic self grounded in an immediate experience that
looks for concrete results. Through such fruitful comparisons--whether between Copley and Edwards, or
Lane and Emerson, or Ryder and Dickinson--Novak sheds unmatched light on our nations artistic heritage.
Wonderfully illustrated with dozens of black-and-white pictures and sixteen full-color plates, here is a
stunning work that yields a wealth of insight into American art and culture--and concludes Novaks landmark
trilogy.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Tyson:

The book Voyages of the Self: Pairs, Parallels, and Patterns in American Art and Literature make one feel
enjoy for your spare time. You need to use to make your capable more increase. Book can being your best
friend when you getting stress or having big problem together with your subject. If you can make looking at
a book Voyages of the Self: Pairs, Parallels, and Patterns in American Art and Literature to become your
habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about
some or all subjects. You could know everything if you like start and read a publication Voyages of the Self:
Pairs, Parallels, and Patterns in American Art and Literature. Kinds of book are several. It means that,
science guide or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this guide?

Patrice Eubanks:

The book Voyages of the Self: Pairs, Parallels, and Patterns in American Art and Literature can give more
knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. So why must we leave the
great thing like a book Voyages of the Self: Pairs, Parallels, and Patterns in American Art and Literature?
Several of you have a different opinion about publication. But one aim that book can give many info for us.
It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or information that
you take for that, you may give for each other; you could share all of these. Book Voyages of the Self: Pairs,
Parallels, and Patterns in American Art and Literature has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and
large function for you. You can look the enormous world by wide open and read a publication. So it is very
wonderful.

Donald Rivera:

As people who live in often the modest era should be revise about what going on or info even knowledge to
make these individuals keep up with the era that is certainly always change and advance. Some of you maybe
will update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to you
is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Voyages of the Self: Pairs, Parallels, and Patterns in
American Art and Literature is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, because book
serves what you want and need in this era.

Marian Dyer:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them household
or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, or even
playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity here is look different you can read
the book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent all day long to
reading a publication. The book Voyages of the Self: Pairs, Parallels, and Patterns in American Art and
Literature it is rather good to read. There are a lot of people who recommended this book. These were



enjoying reading this book. In the event you did not have enough space to develop this book you can buy the
e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book through your smart phone. The price is not to cover but
this book features high quality.
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