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William Petty (1623-1687) was a key figure in the English colonization of Ireland, the institutionalization of
experimental natural philosophy, and the creation of social science.

Examining Petty's intellectual development and his invention of 'political arithmetic' against the backdrop of
the European scientific revolution and the political upheavals of Interregnum and Restoration England and
Ireland, this book provides the first comprehensive intellectual biography of Petty based on a thorough
examination not only of printed sources but also of Petty's extensive archive and pattern of manuscript
circulation. It is also the first fully contextualized study of what
political arithmetic - widely seen as an ancestor of modern social and economic analysis - was originally
intended to do.

Ted McCormick traces Petty's education among French Jesuits and Dutch Cartesians, his early work with the
'Hartlib Circle' of Baconian natural philosophers, inventors, and reformers in England, his involvement in the
Cromwellian conquest and settlement of Ireland, and his engagement with both science and the politics of
religion in the Restoration. He argues that Petty's crowning achivement, political arithmetic, was less a new
way of analysing economy or society than a new 'instrument of
government' that applied elements of the new science - a mechanical worldview, a corpuscularian theory of
matter, and a Baconian stress on empirical method and the transformative purposes of natural philosophy - to
the creation of industrious and loyal populations. Finally, he examines the transformation
Petty's program of social engineering, after his death, into an apparently apolitical form of statistical
reasoning.
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From reader reviews:

Dorcas Starling:

The feeling that you get from William Petty: And the Ambitions of Political Arithmetic is a more deep you
excavating the information that hide inside the words the more you get serious about reading it. It does not
mean that this book is hard to be aware of but William Petty: And the Ambitions of Political Arithmetic
giving you joy feeling of reading. The article writer conveys their point in a number of way that can be
understood simply by anyone who read this because the author of this guide is well-known enough. That
book also makes your vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go to you, both in
printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for having this specific William Petty: And the
Ambitions of Political Arithmetic instantly.

Catherine Benavidez:

The guide untitled William Petty: And the Ambitions of Political Arithmetic is the reserve that recommended
to you to read. You can see the quality of the publication content that will be shown to anyone. The language
that author use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The article author was did
a lot of analysis when write the book, and so the information that they share to you personally is absolutely
accurate. You also can get the e-book of William Petty: And the Ambitions of Political Arithmetic from the
publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.

Marcia Ogburn:

Why? Because this William Petty: And the Ambitions of Political Arithmetic is an unordinary book that the
inside of the book waiting for you to snap that but latter it will surprise you with the secret the idea inside.
Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who have write the book in such remarkable way makes
the content inside easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning thoroughly. So , it
is good for you because of not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This book will give
you a lot of advantages than the other book possess such as help improving your ability and your critical
thinking method. So , still want to delay having that book? If I were you I will go to the guide store
hurriedly.

Karin Eubanks:

E-book is one of source of understanding. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen require book to know the up-date information of year to be able to year. As we
know those publications have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, may also bring us to
around the world. By book William Petty: And the Ambitions of Political Arithmetic we can have more
advantage. Don't you to be creative people? To become creative person must choose to read a book. Just
choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life at this book
William Petty: And the Ambitions of Political Arithmetic. You can more inviting than now.
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