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The hair-raising, frontline account of the first American airborne invasion of World War 11 and of the young
paratroopers who risked their lives for freedom. By 1943, the war in Europe had reached a turning point.
General Dwight Eisenhower was given orders to invade Sicily and head north. To achieve this, Ike had a
new weapon: U.S. paratroopers. Their mission was to seize the approaches to the invasion beaches and to
hold off German attacks.

Combat Jump tells the little-known story of these paratroopers and how they changed the American way of
war. It takes readers on their journey from civilians to citizen soldiers, through training in the United States
and later in North Africa, and then shows their daring jump into the darkness over enemy-held Sicily.

By first light on D-day, July 10, 1943, it looked as if the mission would fail. Inexperienced pilots, lost or
blown off course, dropped 80 percent of the troopers from one to sixty-five miles from their targets. The
American commander, James Gavin, landed so far from his objective that he was not even sure he was in
Sicily. Arthur Gorham, commanding 500 men of the First Battalion, encountered two surprises when the sun
came up. He and just over 100 of his men were the only Gls -- out of 3,400 dropped -- near their objective.
He also discovered that the Germansin Sicily had tanks. The lightly armed paratroopers, with their rifles and
hand grenades, were not equipped to take on the forty-ton panzers. But against all odds, they did. The costly
lessons they learned shaped the war in Europe, for without Sicily, there might have been no airborne
invasion of France in June 1944.

Combat Jump recounts the extraordinary contributions these young men made when their country called
them to war, and it tells a classic tale of military action and remarkable courage.

Well-written and flowing like a good novel, this book is highly recommended.
—Library Journal

A winner...Ruggero'sthorough resarch, including interviewswith many survivors, and excellent writing

earnsthis book a permanent placein any WWI1 collection.
—Booklist
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From reader reviews:
Clifford Hudgins:

Have you spare time for aday? What do you do when you have alot more or little spare time? That's why,
you can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their sparetimeto take a
wander, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book allowed Combat Jump:
The Young Men Who Led the Assult into Fortress Europe, July 19437 Maybe it is to become best activity
for you. Y ou realize beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can better than before.
Do you agree with it is opinion or you have some other opinion?

Howard Benedict:

Book is actually written, printed, or illustrated for everything. Y ou can learn everything you want by a guide.
Book has a different type. To be sure that book isimportant factor to bring us around the world. Beside that
you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A publication Combat Jump: The Y oung Men Who Led the
Assult into Fortress Europe, July 1943 will make you to end up being smarter. Y ou can feel much more
confidence if you can know about every thing. But some of you think that will open or reading some sort of
book make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you looking for
best book or suitable book with you?

Alyson Ward:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With reading you can get alot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in thisworld can certainly share
their idea. Books can also inspire alot of people. A lot of author can inspire their reader with their story or
even their experience. Not only the story that share in the publications. But also they write about advantage
about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your young ones,
there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on this planet always try to improve their
expertise in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write with their book. One of them is this
Combat Jump: The Y oung Men Who Led the Assult into Fortress Europe, July 1943.

Brandon Giles:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, short story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not hoping Combat Jump: The

Y oung Men Who Led the Assult into Fortress Europe, July 1943 that give your fun preference will be
satisfied by reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the way for people to know
world much better then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that
reading practice only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for
all of you who want to start studying as your good habit, it is possible to pick Combat Jump: The Y oung
Men Who Led the Assult into Fortress Europe, July 1943 become your own personal starter.
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