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Al-Andalus, the Arabic name for the medieval Islamic state in Iberia, endured for over 750 years following
the Arab and Berber conquest of Hispania in 711. While the popular perception of al-Andalus is that of a
land of religious tolerance and cultural cooperation, the fact is that we know relatively little about how
Muslims governed Christians and Jews in al-Andalus and about social relations among Muslims, Christians,
and Jews. In Defining Boundaries in al-Andalus, Janina M. Safran takes a close look at the structure and
practice of Muslim political and legal-religious authority and offers a rare look at intercommunal life in
Iberia during the first three centuries of Islamic rule.

Safran makes creative use of a body of evidence that until now has gone largely untapped by historians-the
writings and opinions of Andalusi and Maghribi jurists during the Umayyad dynasty. These sources enable
her to bring to life a society undergoing dramatic transformation. Obvious differences between conquerors
and conquered and Muslims and non-Muslims became blurred over time by transculturation, intermarriage,
and conversion. Safran examines ample evidence of intimate contact between individuals of different
religious communities and of legal-juridical accommodation to develop an argument about how legal-
religious authorities interpreted the social contract between the Muslim regime and the Christian and Jewish
populations. Providing a variety of examples of boundary-testing and negotiation and bringing judges,
jurists, and their legal opinions and texts into the narrative of Andalusi history, Safran deepens our
understanding of the politics of Umayyad rule, makes Islamic law tangibly social, and renders
intercommunal relations vividly personal.
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From reader reviews:

Shawn Proctor:

The book Defining Boundaries in al-Andalus: Muslims, Christians, and Jews in Islamic Iberia make you feel
enjoy for your spare time. You can utilize to make your capable far more increase. Book can for being your
best friend when you getting strain or having big problem using your subject. If you can make studying a
book Defining Boundaries in al-Andalus: Muslims, Christians, and Jews in Islamic Iberia being your habit,
you can get a lot more advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about several or all
subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like start and read a publication Defining Boundaries in al-
Andalus: Muslims, Christians, and Jews in Islamic Iberia. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science
reserve or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this guide?

Carol Ratliff:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading addiction
give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information
inside the book this improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of
book you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want
experience happy read one with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The actual Defining
Boundaries in al-Andalus: Muslims, Christians, and Jews in Islamic Iberia is kind of guide which is giving
the reader unstable experience.

Frederick Palazzo:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the name Defining
Boundaries in al-Andalus: Muslims, Christians, and Jews in Islamic Iberia suitable to you? The book was
written by well-known writer in this era. The particular book untitled Defining Boundaries in al-Andalus:
Muslims, Christians, and Jews in Islamic Iberiais one of several books that everyone read now. This
particular book was inspired lots of people in the world. When you read this reserve you will enter the new
dimension that you ever know prior to. The author explained their thought in the simple way, so all of people
can easily to know the core of this reserve. This book will give you a lots of information about this world
now. To help you to see the represented of the world with this book.

Jeffrey Blough:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is written or printed or outlined from each source that filled update of news.
With this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media social
including newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You can
add your understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
searching for the Defining Boundaries in al-Andalus: Muslims, Christians, and Jews in Islamic Iberia when



you necessary it?
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