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The world’s fair of 1915 celebrated both the completion of the Panama Canal and the rebuilding of San
Francisco following the devastating 1906 earthquake and fire. The exposition spotlighted the canal and the
city as gateways to the Pacific, where the American empire could now expand after its victory in the
Spanish-American War. Empire on Display is the first book to examine the Panama-Pacific International
Exposition through the lenses of art history and cultural studies, focusing on the event’s expansionist and
masculinist symbolism.

The exposition displayed evidence—visual, spatial, geographic, cartographic, and ideological—of America’s
imperial ambitions and accomplishments. Representations of the Panama Canal play a central role in
Moore’s argument, much as they did at the fair itself. Embodying a manly empire of global dimensions, the
canal was depicted in statues and a gigantic working replica, as well as on commemorative stamps, maps,
murals, postcards, medals, and advertisements. Just as San Francisco’s rebuilding symbolized America’s will
to overcome the forces of nature, the Panama Canal represented the triumph of U.S. technology and sheer
determination to realize the centuries-old dream of opening a passage between the seas.

Extensively illustrated, Moore’s book vividly recalls many other features of the fair, including a seventy-
five-foot-tall Uncle Sam. American railroads, in their heyday in 1915, contributed a five-acre scale model of
Yellowstone, complete with miniature geysers that erupted at regular intervals. A mini–Grand Canyon
featured a village where some twenty Pueblo Indians lived throughout the fair.

Moore interprets these visual and cultural artifacts as layered narratives of progress, civilization, social
Darwinism, and manliness. Much as the globe had ostensibly shrunk with the completion of the Panama
Canal, the Panama-Pacific International Exposition compressed the world and represented it in miniature to
celebrate a reinvigorated, imperial, masculine, and technologically advanced nation. As San Francisco bids
to host another world’s fair, in 2020, Moore’s rich analytic approach gives readers much to ponder about
symbolism, American identity, and contemporary parallels to the past.
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From reader reviews:

Robin Boucher:

This Empire on Display: San Francisco's Panama-Pacific International Exposition of 1915 is great book for
you because the content that is full of information for you who have always deal with world and also have to
make decision every minute. This book reveal it data accurately using great organize word or we can state no
rambling sentences within it. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it
only provides you with straight forward sentences but tough core information with attractive delivering
sentences. Having Empire on Display: San Francisco's Panama-Pacific International Exposition of 1915 in
your hand like obtaining the world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no book that
offer you world within ten or fifteen moment right but this guide already do that. So , this can be good
reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt in which?

Julie Kappel:

Is it you actually who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by watching television programs or
just resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This Empire on Display: San Francisco's Panama-
Pacific International Exposition of 1915 can be the respond to, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You
are so out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a geek activity.
So what these textbooks have than the others?

Karen Garcia:

On this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability in doing something more are more
precious than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What you
should do is just spending your time little but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. One of the books
in the top collection in your reading list is actually Empire on Display: San Francisco's Panama-Pacific
International Exposition of 1915. This book which is qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer
in becoming precious person. By looking right up and review this guide you can get many advantages.

Allen Lutz:

Publication is one of source of expertise. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen will need book to know the change information of year to be able to year. As we know those
ebooks have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the world.
From the book Empire on Display: San Francisco's Panama-Pacific International Exposition of 1915 we can
take more advantage. Don't that you be creative people? For being creative person must prefer to read a
book. Just simply choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life at
this book Empire on Display: San Francisco's Panama-Pacific International Exposition of 1915. You can
more inviting than now.
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