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Shamans, Mystics and Doctors is a detailed and thoroughly fascinating account of the many ways in which
the ancient healing traditions of India—embodied in the rituals of shamans, the teachings of gurus and the
precepts of the school of medicine known as Ayurveda—diagnose and treat emotional disorder.
            Drawing on three years of intensive fieldwork and his own psychoanalytic training and experience,
Sudhir Kakar takes us into a world of Islamic mosques and Hindu temples, of assembled multitudes, and
dingy, out-of-the-way consultation rooms… a world where patients and healers blame evil spirits for
emotional disturbances… where dreams and symptoms that would be familiar to Freud are interpreted in
terms of a myriad of deities and legends… where trance-like “dissociation states” are induced to bring out
and resolve the conflicts of repressed anger, lust and envy… where proper grooming, diet, exercise and
conduct are (and have been for centuries) seen as essential to the preservation of a healthy mind and body.
            As he witnesses the practitioners and their patients, as he elucidates the therapeutic systems on which
their encounters are based, as he contrasts his own Western training and biases with evidence of his eyes
(and the sympathies of his heart), Kakar reveals the universal concerns of these individuals and their
admittedly foreign cultures—people we can recognize and feel for, people (like their Western counterparts)
trying to find some balance between the pressures and rewards of the external world and the fantasies and
desires of the internal.
            This is a major work of cultural interpretation, a book that challenges (and should enhance) our
understanding of therapy, mental health and individual freedom. 
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From reader reviews:

Edward Brown:

In other case, little people like to read book Shamans, Mystics, and Doctors. You can choose the best book if
you appreciate reading a book. Given that we know about how is important a book Shamans, Mystics, and
Doctors. You can add information and of course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right,
since from book you can recognize everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you may be
known. About simple factor until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, we can easily open a
book or maybe searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel bored stiff
to go to the library. Let's go through.

Charles Payne:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive currently,
people have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and
notice by surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated the item for a while is
reading. Sure, by reading a book your ability to survive raise then having chance to endure than other is high.
For yourself who want to start reading a book, we give you this specific Shamans, Mystics, and Doctors
book as nice and daily reading publication. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

John McKeever:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even a concern. What people must be consider
while those information which is in the former life are hard to be find than now's taking seriously which one
is acceptable to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you obtain the unstable
resource then you have it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen in you if you take Shamans, Mystics, and Doctors as your daily resource
information.

Jack Nguyen:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside along with friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by studying a book. Ugh,
think reading a book really can hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It ok you can have the
e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Shamans, Mystics, and Doctors which is
finding the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's observe.
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