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The inspiring and revelatory autobiography of the defense secretary and CIA director who led the
intelligence war that killed Bin Laden, among many important roles in a legendary career

It could be said that Leon Panetta has had two of the most consequential careers of any American public
servant in the past fifty years. His first career, beginning as an army intelligence officer and including a
distinguished run as one of Congress's most powerful and respected members, lasted thirty-five years and
culminated in his transformational role as Clinton's budget czar and White House chief of staff. He then
"retired" to establish the Panetta Institute with his wife of fifty years, Sylvia; to serve on the Iraq Study
Group; and to protect his beloved California coastline. But in 2009, he accepted what many said was a
thankless task: returning to public office as the director of the CIA, taking it from a state of turmoil after the
Bush-era torture debates and moving it back to the vital center of America's war against Al Qaeda, including
the campaign that led to the killing of Osama bin Laden. And then, in the wake of bin Laden's death, Panetta
became the U.S. secretary of defense, inheriting two troubled wars in a time of austerity and painful choices.

Like his career, Worthy Fights is a reflection of Panetta's values. It is imbued with the frank, grounded, and
often quite funny spirit of a man who never lost touch with where he came from: his family's walnut farm in
beautiful Carmel Valley, California. It is also a testament to a lost kind of political leadership, which favors
progress and duty to country over partisanship. Panetta is a Democrat who pushed for balanced budgets
while also expanding care for the elderly and sick; a devout Catholic who opposes the death penalty but had
to weigh every drone strike from 2009 through 2011. Throughout his career, Panetta's polestar has been his
belief that a public servant's real choice is between leadership or crisis. Troubles always come about through
no fault of one's own, but most can be prevented with courage and foresight.

As always, Panetta calls them as he sees them in Worthy Fights. Suffused with its author's decency and
stubborn common sense, the book is an epic American success story, a great political memoir, and a
revelatory view onto many of the great figures and events of our time.
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From reader reviews:

Cory Denton:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them loved ones or
their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, or maybe
playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity this is look different you can read
a new book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent the whole day to
reading a guide. The book Worthy Fights: A Memoir of Leadership in War and Peace it is extremely good to
read. There are a lot of people that recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this book.
When you did not have enough space to create this book you can buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore
very easily to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book provides high
quality.

Shirley Raine:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the extra time or they will
get great deal of stress from both way of life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have time, we will
say absolutely sure. People is human not just a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity are there
when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer can unlimited right. Then do you ever try this
one, reading books. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, the book you have read is
usually Worthy Fights: A Memoir of Leadership in War and Peace.

Aurelio Ashley:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Aim
to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't determine book by its include may doesn't
work this is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside
look likes. Maybe you answer may be Worthy Fights: A Memoir of Leadership in War and Peace why
because the fantastic cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint you actually.
The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly
assist you to pick up this book.

Daniel Carter:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because all of this time you only find guide
that need more time to be go through. Worthy Fights: A Memoir of Leadership in War and Peace can be your
answer as it can be read by an individual who have those short extra time problems.
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