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Captain James A. Baker, Houston lawyer, banker, and businessman, received an alarming telegram on
September 23, 1900: his elderly millionaire client William Marsh Rice had died unexpectedly in New York
City. Baker rushed to New York, where he unraveled a plot to murder Rice and plunder his estate. Working
tirelessly with local authorities, Baker saved Rice’s fortune from more than one hundred claimants; he
championed the wishes of his deceased client and founded Rice Institute for the Advancement of Literature,
Science and Art—today’s internationally acclaimed Rice University.

For fifty years Captain Baker nurtured Rice’s dream. He partnered with leading lawyers to create Houston’s
first nationally recognized law firm: Baker, Botts, Lovett & Parker, now the worldwide legal practice of
Baker Botts L.L.P. He chartered several Houston businesses and utility companies, developed two major
regional banks, promoted real estate projects, and led an active civic life. To expand the Institute’s
endowment, Baker invested William Marsh Rice’s fortune with local entrepreneurs, who were building
homes, office towers, commercial enterprises, and institutions that transformed Houston from a small town
in the nineteenth century to an international powerhouse in the twenty-first century.

Author Kate Sayen Kirkland explored the archival records of Baker and his family and firm and carefully
mined the archives of Baker’s contemporaries. Published as part of Rice University’s centennial celebration,
Captain James A. Baker of Houston, 1857–1941 weaves together the history of Houston and the story of an
influential man who labored all his life to make Houston a world-class city.
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From reader reviews:

Marie Michael:

Here thing why this particular Captain James A. Baker of Houston, 1857-1941 are different and reliable to be
yours. First of all reading a book is good however it depends in the content of the usb ports which is the
content is as delicious as food or not. Captain James A. Baker of Houston, 1857-1941 giving you
information deeper and in different ways, you can find any guide out there but there is no publication that
similar with Captain James A. Baker of Houston, 1857-1941. It gives you thrill reading journey, its open up
your own personal eyes about the thing that will happened in the world which is might be can be happened
around you. You can easily bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your technique home by
train. In case you are having difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe the form of Captain James A.
Baker of Houston, 1857-1941 in e-book can be your option.

Dora Vazquez:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind talent
or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book compared to can
satisfy your small amount of time to read it because all of this time you only find e-book that need more time
to be study. Captain James A. Baker of Houston, 1857-1941 can be your answer since it can be read by a
person who have those short spare time problems.

Craig Baker:

Is it an individual who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by watching television programs or
just lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This Captain James A. Baker of Houston, 1857-
1941 can be the respond to, oh how comes? A book you know. You are and so out of date, spending your
spare time by reading in this brand new era is common not a geek activity. So what these textbooks have
than the others?

Joseph Mesta:

A lot of book has printed but it is unique. You can get it by web on social media. You can choose the best
book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is referred to as of book
Captain James A. Baker of Houston, 1857-1941. You can add your knowledge by it. Without causing the
printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge and make a person happier to read. It is most critical
that, you must aware about e-book. It can bring you from one place to other place.
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