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This book investigates the demobilization and post-war readjustment of Red Army veterans in Leningrad and
its environs after the Great Patriotic War. Over 300,000 soldiers were stood down in this war-ravaged region
between July 1945 and 1948. They found the transition to civilian life more challenging than many could
ever have imagined. For civilian Leningraders, reintegrating the rapid influx of former soldiers represented
an enormous political, economic, social and cultural challenge. In this book, Robert Dale reveals how these
former soldiers became civilians in a society devastated and traumatized by total warfare.

Dale discusses how, and how successfully, veterans became ordinary citizens. Based on extensive original
research in local and national archives, oral history interviews and the examination of various newspaper
collections, Demobilized Veterans in Late Stalinist Leningrad peels back the myths woven around
demobilization, to reveal a darker history repressed by society and concealed from historiography. While
propaganda celebrated this disarmament as a smooth process which reunited veterans with their families,
reintegrated them into the workforce and facilitated upward social mobility, the reality was rarely
straightforward. Many veterans were caught up in the scramble for work, housing, healthcare and state hand-
outs. Others drifted to the social margins, criminality or became the victims of post-war political repression.

Demobilized Veterans in Late Stalinist Leningrad tells the story of both the failure of local representatives to
support returning Soviet soldiers, and the remarkable resilience and creativity of veterans in solving the
problems created by their return to society. It is a vital study for all scholars and students of post-war Soviet
history and the impact of war in the modern era.
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From reader reviews:

Carlos Vickers:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive right
now, people have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place
and notice through surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated the idea for a
while is reading. Yes, by reading a publication your ability to survive raise then having chance to stay than
other is high. For yourself who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you that Demobilized
Veterans in Late Stalinist Leningrad: Soldiers to Civilians book as beginner and daily reading reserve. Why,
because this book is usually more than just a book.

Wilfred Walker:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
skill or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book compared to can
satisfy your short time to read it because this time you only find book that need more time to be learn.
Demobilized Veterans in Late Stalinist Leningrad: Soldiers to Civilians can be your answer since it can be
read by anyone who have those short free time problems.

Alice Ressler:

It is possible to spend your free time you just read this book this guide. This Demobilized Veterans in Late
Stalinist Leningrad: Soldiers to Civilians is simple to develop you can read it in the recreation area, in the
beach, train as well as soon. If you did not have much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy the
e-book. It is make you better to read it. You can save typically the book in your smart phone. So there are a
lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Denise Kerrigan:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you may
have it in e-book method, more simple and reachable. This particular Demobilized Veterans in Late Stalinist
Leningrad: Soldiers to Civilians can give you a lot of close friends because by you checking out this one
book you have point that they don't and make an individual more like an interesting person. This specific
book can be one of one step for you to get success. This guide offer you information that possibly your friend
doesn't understand, by knowing more than some other make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate?
Let me have Demobilized Veterans in Late Stalinist Leningrad: Soldiers to Civilians.
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