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It wasn't so long ago that the Sundance Film Festival was an inconsequential event somewhere in Utah, and
Miramax was a tiny distributor of music documentaries and soft-core trash. Today, of course, Sundance is
the most important film festival this side of Cannes, and Miramax has become an industry giant, part of the
huge Disney empire. Likewise, the directors who emerged from the independent movement, such as Quentin
Tarantino, Steven Soderbergh, and David O. Russell -- who once had to max out their credit cards to realize
their visions on the screen -- are now among the best-known directors in Hollywood. Not to mention the
actors who emerged with them, like Matt Damon, Ben Affleck, Ethan Hawke, and Uma Thurman.

Down and Dirty Pictures chronicles the rise of independent filmmakers and of the twin engines -- Sundance
and Miramax -- that have powered them. As he did in his acclaimed Easy Riders, Raging Bulls, Peter
Biskind profiles the people who took the independent movement from obscurity to the Oscars, most notably
Sundance founder Robert Redford and Harvey Weinstein, who with his brother, Bob, made Miramax an
indie powerhouse. Biskind follows Sundance as it grew from a regional film festival to the premier showcase
of independent film, succeeding almost despite the mercurial Redford, whose visionary plans were nearly
thwarted by his own quixotic personality. He charts in fascinating detail the meteoric rise of the controversial
Harvey Weinstein, often described as the last mogul, who created an Oscar factory that became the envy of
the studios, while leaving a trail of carnage in his wake. As in Easy Riders, Biskind's incisive account is
loaded with vibrant anecdotes and outrageous stories, all of it blended into a fast-moving narrative. Redford,
the Weinsteins, and the directors, producers, and actors Biskind profiles are the people who reinvented
Hollywood, making independent films mainstream. But success invariably means compromise, and it
remains to be seen whether the indie spirit can survive its corporate embrace.

Candid, mesmerizing, and penetrating, Down and Dirty Pictures is a must-read for anyone interested in the
film world and where it's headed.
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From reader reviews:

Jean Spence:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Yep, you can
choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to take a go
walking, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or read a book allowed Down and Dirty
Pictures: Miramax, Sundance, and the Rise of Independent Fil? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You
already know beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can better than before.
Do you agree with their opinion or you have various other opinion?

Russell Wade:

The publication with title Down and Dirty Pictures: Miramax, Sundance, and the Rise of Independent Fil
contains a lot of information that you can understand it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this book.
This particular book exist new information the information that exist in this publication represented the
condition of the world now. That is important to yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. This book
will bring you in new era of the the positive effect. You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can
read the item anywhere you want.

Roy Stoudt:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book than
can satisfy your short time to read it because all of this time you only find book that need more time to be
study. Down and Dirty Pictures: Miramax, Sundance, and the Rise of Independent Fil can be your answer
because it can be read by a person who have those short time problems.

Kristine Toomey:

A lot of e-book has printed but it is different. You can get it by online on social media. You can choose the
most effective book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is called
of book Down and Dirty Pictures: Miramax, Sundance, and the Rise of Independent Fil. You can add your
knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book, it may add your knowledge and make you happier to
read. It is most essential that, you must aware about publication. It can bring you from one location to other
place.
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