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The films of Akira Kurosawa have had an immense effect on the way the Japanese have viewed themselves
as a nation and on the way the West has viewed Japan. In this comprehensive and theoretically informed
study of the influential director’s cinema, Mitsuhiro Y oshimoto definitively analyzes Kurosawa s entire body
of work, from 1943’ s Sanshiro Sugata to 1993’ s Madadayo. In scrutinizing this oeuvre, Y oshimoto shifts the
ground upon which the scholarship on Japanese cinema has been built and questions its dominant
interpretive frameworks and critical assumptions.

Arguing that Kurosawa' s films arouse anxiety in Japanese and Western critics because the films
problematize Japan’ s self-image and the West’ simage of Japan, Y oshimoto challenges widely circulating
clichés about the films and shows how these works constitute narrative answers to sociocultural
contradictions and institutional dilemmas. While fully acknowledging the achievement of Kurosawa as a
filmmaker, Y oshimoto uses the director’ s work to reflect on and rethink avariety of larger issues, from
Japanese film history, modern Japanese history, and cultural production to national identity and the global
circulation of cultural capital. He examines how Japanese cinema has been “invented” in the discipline of
film studies for specific ideological purposes and analyzes Kurosawa s role in that process of invention.
Demonstrating the richness of both this director’ s work and Japanese cinemain general, Y oshimoto’'s
nuanced study illuminates an array of thematic and stylistic aspects of the filmsin addition to their social and
historical contexts.

Beyond aficionados of Kurosawa and Japanese film, this book will interest those engaged with cultural
studies, postcolonial studies, cultural globalization, film studies, Asian studies, and the formation of
academic disciplines.
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From reader reviews:
Christina McMullen:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be update about what going on or info even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the erathat is certainly always change and move ahead. Some
of you maybe will update themselves by examining books. It is agood choice for yourself but the problems
coming to a person is you don't know which you should start with. This Kurosawa: Film Studies and
Japanese Cinema (Asia-Pacific : culture, politics, and society) is our recommendation to make you keep up
with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and need in this era.

Joshua Smith:

The experience that you get from Kurosawa: Film Studies and Japanese Cinema (Asia-Pacific : culture,
politics, and society) will be the more deep you digging the information that hide in the words the more you
get interested in reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to comprehend but Kurosawa: Film
Studies and Japanese Cinema (Asia-Pacific : culture, politics, and society) giving you buzz feeling of
reading. The article writer conveys their point in certain way that can be understood by anyone who read this
because the author of this reserve is well-known enough. This particular book also makes your vocabulary
increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go together with you, both in printed or e-book
style are available. We advise you for having that Kurosawa: Film Studies and Japanese Cinema (Asia-
Pacific : culture, politics, and society) instantly.

Bonnie Lugo:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the seaworld or hanging out with close friends is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try thing that really
opposite from that. A single activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you aready been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Kurosawa: Film Studies
and Japanese Cinema (Asia-Pacific : culture, politics, and society), you can enjoy both. It is very good
combination right, you still would like to missit? What kind of hang-out typeisit? Oh serioudly its mind
hangout guys. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its known as reading friends.

Charlotte Neville:

It is possible to spend your free time to learn this book this book. This Kurosawa: Film Studies and Japanese
Cinema (Asia-Pacific : culture, politics, and society) is simple to bring you can read it in the playground, in
the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not get much space to bring the particular printed book, you
can buy the actual e-book. It is make you better to read it. Y ou can save the actual book in your smart phone.
Consequently there are alot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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