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The Art of Rivalry: Four Friendships, Betrayals, and Breakthroughsin Modern Art Sebastian Smee
Pulitzer Prize-winning art critic Sebastian Smeetelsthe fascinating story of four pairs of
artists—Manet and Degas, Picasso and M atisse, Pollock and de Kooning, and Freud and
Bacon—whose fraught, competitive friendships spurred them to new creative heights.

Rivalry is at the heart of some of the most famous and fruitful relationshipsin history. The Art of Rivalry
follows eight celebrated artists, each linked to a counterpart by friendship, admiration, envy, and ambition.
All eight are household names today. But to achieve what they did, each needed the influence of a
contemporary—one who was equally ambitious but possessed sharply contrasting strengths and weaknesses.

Edouard Manet and Edgar Degas were close associates whose personal bond frayed after Degas painted a
portrait of Manet and hiswife. Henri Matisse and Pablo Picasso swapped paintings, ideas, and influences as
they jostled for the support of collectors like Leo and Gertrude Stein and vied for the leadership of a new
avant-garde.

Jackson Pollock’ s uninhibited style of “action painting” triggered a breakthrough in the work of his older
rival, Willem de Kooning. After Pollock’s sudden death in a car crash, de Kooning took over his mantle and
became romantically involved with his late friend’ s mistress. Lucian Freud and Francis Bacon met in the
early 1950s, when Bacon was being hailed as Britain’s most exciting new painter and Freud was working in
relative obscurity. Their “intense but asymmetrical” friendship came to a head when Freud painted a
celebrated portrait of Bacon that was later stolen.

Each of these relationships culminated in an early flashpoint, a rupture in a budding intimacy that was both a
betrayal and atrigger for great innovation. Writing with the same exuberant wit and psychological insight
that earned him a Pulitzer Prize for art criticism, Sebastian Smee explores the way that coming into one’s
own as an artist—finding one’ s voice—amost always involves willfully breaking away from some

intimate' s expectations of who you are or ought to be.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:
Jan Doyle:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for usto
be aware of everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or even goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people fedl enjoy to spend their a chanceto read abook. These are
reading whatever they consider because their hobby is reading a book. Think about the person who don't like
looking at a book? Sometime, person feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or perhaps
exercise. Well, probably you will want this The Art of Rivalry: Four Friendships, Betrayals, and
Breakthroughsin Modern Art.

Tammy Lugo:

Thereserve with title The Art of Rivalry: Four Friendships, Betrayals, and Breakthroughsin Modern Art
contains alot of information that you can find out it. Y ou can get alot of gain after read this book. This book
exist new know-how the information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the world right now.
That isimportant to yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you
in new era of the the positive effect. Y ou can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read that
anywhere you want.

Amanda Despain:

The Art of Rivalry: Four Friendships, Betrayals, and Breakthroughs in Modern Art can be one of your
beginning books that are good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this guide has good
vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
nevertheless delivering the information. The article author giving his’her effort to place every word into
pleasure arrangement in writing The Art of Rivalry: Four Friendships, Betrayals, and Breakthroughsin
Modern Art nevertheless doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm
resource details that maybe you can be one among it. This great information may drawn you into brand new
stage of crucia pondering.

TravisHargrove:

In this eraglobalization it isimportant to someone to find information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information easier
to share. Y ou can find alot of recommendations to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and
soon. You will seethat now, alot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. Often the book that
recommended to you personally is The Art of Rivalry: Four Friendships, Betrayals, and Breakthroughsin
Modern Art thisreserve consist alot of the information from the condition of this world now. That book was
represented just how can the world has grown up. The language styles that writer require to explain it is easy
to understand. Typically the writer made some study when he makes this book. Thisiswhy this book suited



all of you.
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