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Winner of the Patrick White Literary Award, 1999. Introduction by Wayne Macauley.

There is no book in Australian literature like The Plains. In the two decades since its first publication, this
haunting novel has earned its status as a classic.

A nameless young man arrives on the plains and begins to document the strange and rich culture of the plains
families. As his story unfolds, the novel becomes, in the words of Murray Bail, ‘a mirage of landscape,
memory, love and literature itself’.

Gerald Murnane was born in Melbourne in 1939. He has left Victoria only a handful of times and has never
been on an aeroplane. His first novel, Tamarisk Row, was published in 1974, and was followed by seven
other works of fiction, most recently, Barley Patch. He has also published a collection of essays, Invisible
Yet Enduring Lilacs (2005). In 1999, Gerald Murnane won the Patrick White Award. In 2009 he won the
Melbourne Prize for Literature.

Wayne Macauley is the author of three novels, Blueprints for a Barbed-Wire Canoe (2004), Caravan Story
(2007) and The Cook (2011), and the short fiction collection Other Stories (2010). He lives in Melbourne.

‘Murnane is quite simply one of the finest writers we have produced.’ Peter Craven

‘A distinguished, distinctive, unforgettable novel.’ Shirley Hazzard

‘Gerald Murnane is unquestionably one of the most original writers working in Australia today and The
Plains is a fascinating and rewarding book...The writing is extraordinarily good, spare, austere, strong, often
oddly moving.’ Australian

‘A piece of imaginative writing so remarkably sustained that it is a subject for meditation rather than a mere
reading...In the depths and surfaces of this extraordinary fable you will see your inner self eerily reflected
again and again.’ Sydney Morning Herald

‘The Plains has that peculiar singularity that can make literature great.’ Ed Wright, Australian, Best Books of
2015
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From reader reviews:

Nancy Reese:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their free time with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, likely to
beach, or picnic in the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something
different to fill your personal free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book might be option to fill your no cost
time/ holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you
want to test look for book, may be the book untitled The Plains: Text Classics can be great book to read. May
be it can be best activity to you.

Federico Hayward:

This The Plains: Text Classics is great guide for you because the content which is full of information for you
who have always deal with world and possess to make decision every minute. This book reveal it details
accurately using great plan word or we can point out no rambling sentences inside. So if you are read that
hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward sentences but
difficult core information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having The Plains: Text Classics in your hand
like obtaining the world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no book that offer you
world throughout ten or fifteen tiny right but this publication already do that. So , this really is good reading
book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt that?

Allen Schlemmer:

In this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability in doing something more are more special
than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you should do is
just spending your time not much but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of many books in the
top record in your reading list is definitely The Plains: Text Classics. This book which is qualified as The
Hungry Inclines can get you closer in growing to be precious person. By looking way up and review this
book you can get many advantages.

Marilyn Perez:

That book can make you to feel relax. This particular book The Plains: Text Classics was vibrant and of
course has pictures on the website. As we know that book The Plains: Text Classics has many kinds or style.
Start from kids until young adults. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and believe you
are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it can make you
feel happy, fun and loosen up. Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading in which.
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