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A riveting account of the two years literary scholar Mikita Brottman spent reading literature with criminals
in a maximum-security men’s prison outside Baltimore, and what she learned from them—Orange Is the
New Black meets Reading Lolita in Tehran.

On sabbatical from teaching literature to undergraduates, and wanting to educate a different kind of student,
Mikita Brottman starts a book club with a group of convicts from the Jessup Correctiona Institution in
Maryland. She assigns them ten dark, challenging classics—including Conrad’ s Heart of Darkness,
Shakespeare’ s Macheth, Stevenson’s Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde, Po€e' s story “The Black Cat,” and Nabokov’s
Lolita—books that don’t flinch from evoking the isolation of the human struggle, the pain of conflict, and the
cost of transgression. Although Brottman is already familiar with these works, the convicts open them up in
completely new ways. Their discussions may “only” be about literature, but for the prisoners, everything is at
stake.

Gradually, the inmates open up about their lives and families, their disastrous choices, their guilt and loss.
Brottman also discovers that life in prison, while monotonous, is never without incident. The book club
members struggle with their assigned reading through solitary confinement; on lockdown; in between factory
shifts; in the hospital; and in the middle of the chaos of blasting televisions, incessant chatter, and the
constant banging of metal doors.

Though The Maximum Security Book Club never loses sight of the moral issues raised in the selected
reading, it refuses to back away from the unexpected insights offered by the company of these complex,
difficult men. It is a compelling, thoughtful analysis of literature—and prison life—like nothing you' ve ever
read before.
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From reader reviews:
Madeline Williams:

Throughout other case, little individuals like to read book The Maximum Security Book Club: Reading
Literaturein aMen's Prison. Y ou can choose the best book if you want reading a book. So long as we know
about how isimportant a new book The Maximum Security Book Club: Reading Literature in aMen's
Prison. Y ou can add know-how and of course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right, mainly
because from book you can learn everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you will find
yourself known. About simple matter until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, you can
open abook or perhaps searching by internet product. It is called e-book. Y ou should use it when you feel
weary to go to the library. Let's examine.

James Robbins:

The book The Maximum Security Book Club: Reading Literature in aMen's Prison gives you the sense of
being enjoy for your sparetime. You can use to make your capable far more increase. Book can for being
your best friend when you getting tension or having big problem with the subject. If you can make studying a
book The Maximum Security Book Club: Reading Literature in a Men's Prison to get your habit, you can get
more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about many or all subjects.

Y ou could know everything if you like start and read a e-book The Maximum Security Book Club: Reading
Literaturein aMen's Prison. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or other
individuals. So , how do you think about this book?

Clement Williams;

This book untitled The Maximum Security Book Club: Reading Literature in a Men's Prison to be one of
several booksin which best seller in this year, thisis because when you read this book you can get alot of
benefit upon it. Y ou will easily to buy this particular book in the book retail outlet or you can order it via
online. The publisher on this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, since you can
read this book in your Touch screen phone. So thereis no reason to you to past this e-book from your list.

Denise Wentzel:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This book The Maximum Security Book Club: Reading Literature
in aMen's Prison was colorful and of course has pictures around. As we know that book The Maximum
Security Book Club: Reading Literature in aMen's Prison has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until
youngsters. For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and think you are the character
on there. Therefore, not at al of book are make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and chill out.
Try to choose the best book to suit your needs and try to like reading this.
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