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A bizarre, little-known tale about the most secretive culture on earth

For decades, North Korea denied any part in the disappearance of dozens of Japanese citizens from Japan’s
coastal towns and cities in the late 1970s. But in 2002, with his country on the brink of collapse, Kim Jong-il
admitted to the kidnapping of thirteen people and returned five of them in hopes of receiving Japanese aid.
As part of a global espionage project, the regime had attempted to reeducate these abductees and make them
spy on its behalf. When the scheme faltered, the captives were forced to teach Japanese to North Korean
spies and make lives for themselves, marrying, having children, and posing as North Korean civilians in
guarded communities known as “Invitation-Only Zones”—the fiction being that they were exclusive
enclaves, not prisons.

From the moment Robert S. Boynton saw a photograph of these men and women, he became obsessed with
their story. Torn from their homes as young adults, living for a quarter century in a strange and hostile
country, they were returned with little more than an apology from the secretive regime.

In The Invitation-Only Zone, Boynton untangles the bizarre logic behind the abductions. Drawing on
extensive interviews with the abductees, Boynton reconstructs the story of their lives inside North Korea and
ponders the existential toll the episode has had on them, and on Japan itself. He speaks with nationalists,
spies, defectors, diplomats, abductees, and even crab fishermen, exploring the cultural and racial tensions
between Korea and Japan that have festered for more than a century.

A deeply reported, thoroughly researched book, The Invitation-Only Zone is a riveting story of East Asian
politics and of the tragic human consequences of North Korea’s zealous attempt to remain relevant in the
modern world.
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From reader reviews:

Charles Beaudoin:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive
currently, people have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded
place and notice by simply surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated the idea
for a while is reading. Yep, by reading a book your ability to survive raise then having chance to stay than
other is high. For you personally who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this particular
The Invitation-Only Zone: The True Story of North Korea's Abduction Project book as starter and daily
reading e-book. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Tara Carlson:

Now a day people that Living in the era where everything reachable by match the internet and the resources
in it can be true or not need people to be aware of each details they get. How many people to be smart in
having any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Reading a book can help
individuals out of this uncertainty Information specially this The Invitation-Only Zone: The True Story of
North Korea's Abduction Project book as this book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the
information in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Samuel Gorman:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, small story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not hoping The Invitation-Only Zone: The
True Story of North Korea's Abduction Project that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied by
means of reading this book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to
know world far better then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that
reading routine only for the geeky individual but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So ,
for all of you who want to start reading as your good habit, you could pick The Invitation-Only Zone: The
True Story of North Korea's Abduction Project become your starter.

Vicki Escalante:

Reading a book for being new life style in this season; every people loves to examine a book. When you go
through a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your
knowledge, because book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what
types of book that you have read. In order to get information about your research, you can read education
books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, such us novel, comics,
and also soon. The The Invitation-Only Zone: The True Story of North Korea's Abduction Project provide
you with new experience in examining a book.
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