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The Rationale Divinorum Officiorum is arguably the most important medieval treatise on the symbolism of
church architecture and rituals of worship. Written by the French bishop William Durand of Mende (1230-
1296), the treatise is ranked with the Bible as one of the most frequently copied and disseminated texts in all
of medieval Christianity. It served as an encyclopedic compendium and textbook for liturgists and remains
an indispensable guide for understanding the significance of medieval ecclesiastical art and worship
ceremonies.

This book marks the first English translation of the prologue and book one of the Rationale in almost two
centuries. Timothy M. Thibodeau begins with a brief biography of William Durand and a discussion of the
importance of the work during its time. Thibodeau compares previous translations of the Rationale in the
medieval period and afterward. Then he presents his translation of the prologue and book one. The prologue
discusses the principles of allegorical interpretation of the liturgy, while book one features detailed
descriptions of the various parts of the church and its ecclesiastical ornaments. It also features extensive
commentary on cemeteries, various rites of consecration and dedication, and a discussion of the sacraments.

Thibodeau is a well-respected historian who has published extensively on the history of Christianity and the
liturgy of the medieval Church. He is also coeditor of the critical edition of the Rationale in Latin. His
translation is an indispensable guide for both scholars and general readers who hope to gain a richer
understanding of medieval art, architecture, and culture.
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From reader reviews:

Maria Asbury:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you
want something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy
person? If you don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored
faster. And you have time? What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They need to answer
that question since just their can do that. It said that about publication. Book is familiar in each person. Yes,
it is suitable. Because start from on pre-school until university need this particular The Rationale Divinorum
Officiorum of William Durand of Mende: A New Translation of the Prologue and Book One (Records of
Western Civilization Series) to read.

Ruby Sprankle:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their free time with their family, or
their very own friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic
from the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something
different to fill your personal free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book can be option to fill your free of
charge time/ holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you
want to attempt look for book, may be the reserve untitled The Rationale Divinorum Officiorum of William
Durand of Mende: A New Translation of the Prologue and Book One (Records of Western Civilization
Series) can be good book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

James Cooper:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or go to the outside with them friends and
family or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or
perhaps playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity that is look different you
can read the book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent all day long to
reading a publication. The book The Rationale Divinorum Officiorum of William Durand of Mende: A New
Translation of the Prologue and Book One (Records of Western Civilization Series) it doesn't matter what
good to read. There are a lot of individuals who recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this
book. If you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore
easily to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book features high quality.

Wanda Sousa:

You can get this The Rationale Divinorum Officiorum of William Durand of Mende: A New Translation of
the Prologue and Book One (Records of Western Civilization Series) by look at the bookstore or Mall. Just
viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve issue if you get difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of this e-
book are various. Not only through written or printed but can you enjoy this book simply by e-book. In the



modern era including now, you just looking of your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right
now, choose your current ways to get more information about your guide. It is most important to arrange you
to ultimately make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose appropriate ways for you.

Download and Read Online The Rationale Divinorum Officiorum of
William Durand of Mende: A New Translation of the Prologue and
Book One (Records of Western Civilization Series)
#0EG346FYARZ



Read The Rationale Divinorum Officiorum of William Durand of
Mende: A New Translation of the Prologue and Book One (Records
of Western Civilization Series) for online ebook

The Rationale Divinorum Officiorum of William Durand of Mende: A New Translation of the Prologue and
Book One (Records of Western Civilization Series) Free PDF d0wnl0ad, audio books, books to read, good
books to read, cheap books, good books, online books, books online, book reviews epub, read books online,
books to read online, online library, greatbooks to read, PDF best books to read, top books to read The
Rationale Divinorum Officiorum of William Durand of Mende: A New Translation of the Prologue and
Book One (Records of Western Civilization Series) books to read online.

Online The Rationale Divinorum Officiorum of William Durand of Mende: A New
Translation of the Prologue and Book One (Records of Western Civilization Series)
ebook PDF download

The Rationale Divinorum Officiorum of William Durand of Mende: A New Translation of the
Prologue and Book One (Records of Western Civilization Series) Doc

The Rationale Divinorum Officiorum of William Durand of Mende: A New Translation of the Prologue and Book One
(Records of Western Civilization Series) Mobipocket

The Rationale Divinorum Officiorum of William Durand of Mende: A New Translation of the Prologue and Book One
(Records of Western Civilization Series) EPub


