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"A volume for a lifetime" is how The New Yorker described the first of Donald Culross Peatie's two books
about American trees published in the 1950s. In this one-volume edition, modern readers are introduced to
one of the best nature writers of the last century. As we read Peattie's eloquent and entertaining accounts of
American trees, we catch glimpses of our country's history and past daily life that no textbook could ever
illuminate so vividly.

Here you'll learn about everything from how a species was discovered to the part it played in our country’s
history. Pioneers often stabled an animal in the hollow heart of an old sycamore, and the whole family might
live there until they could build a log cabin. The tuliptree, the tallest native hardwood, is easier to work than
most softwood trees; Daniel Boone carved a sixty-foot canoe from one tree to carry his family from
Kentucky into Spanish territory. In the days before the Revolution, the British and the colonists waged an
undeclared war over New England's white pines, which made the best tall masts for fighting ships.

It's fascinating to learn about the commercial uses of various woods -- for paper, fine furniture, fence posts,
matchsticks, house framing, airplane wings, and dozens of other preplastic uses. But we cannot read this
book without the occasional lump in our throats. The American elm was still alive when Peattie wrote, but as
we read his account today we can see what caused its demise. Audubon's portrait of a pair of loving
passenger pigeons in an American beech is considered by many to be his greatest painting. It certainly
touched the poet in Donald Culross Peattie as he depicted the extinction of the passenger pigeon when the
beech forest was destroyed.

A Natural History of North American Trees gives us a picture of life in America from its earliest days to the
middle of the last century. The information is always interesting, though often heartbreaking. While Peattie
looks for the better side of man's nature, he reports sorrowfully on the greed and waste that have doomed so
much of America's virgin forest.
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From reader reviews:

Karen Ruiz:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, limited story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not striving A Natural History of North
American Trees (Donald Culross Peattie Library) that give your fun preference will be satisfied simply by
reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the method for people to know world much
better then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be said constantly that reading addiction only
for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for all of you
who want to start examining as your good habit, you may pick A Natural History of North American Trees
(Donald Culross Peattie Library) become your starter.

Denise Zimmerman:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information
simpler to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, newspapers,
book, and soon. You will see that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. Often the book that
recommended for you is A Natural History of North American Trees (Donald Culross Peattie Library) this
book consist a lot of the information of the condition of this world now. This kind of book was represented
just how can the world has grown up. The language styles that writer require to explain it is easy to
understand. Often the writer made some research when he makes this book. Here is why this book ideal all of
you.

Jessica Palmer:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside along with friends, fun activity along with family
or just watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by examining a
book. Ugh, do you consider reading a book can definitely hard because you have to take the book
everywhere? It fine you can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like A
Natural History of North American Trees (Donald Culross Peattie Library) which is having the e-book
version. So , try out this book? Let's find.

Ann Amos:

Many people said that they feel fed up when they reading a guide. They are directly felt this when they get a
half areas of the book. You can choose typically the book A Natural History of North American Trees
(Donald Culross Peattie Library) to make your personal reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading
talent is developing when you such as reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy to
study it and mingle the sensation about book and reading through especially. It is to be initially opinion for
you to like to open a book and learn it. Beside that the e-book A Natural History of North American Trees



(Donald Culross Peattie Library) can to be a newly purchased friend when you're sense alone and confuse
using what must you're doing of the time.
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