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Because of their enormous size, elephants have long been irresistible for kings as symbols of their eminence.
In early civilizations—such as Egypt, Mesopotamia, the Indus Civilization, and China—kings used elephants
for royal sacrifice, spectacular hunts, public display of live captives, or the conspicuous consumption of
ivory—all of them tending toward the elephant’s extinction. The kings of India, however, as Thomas R.
Trautmann shows in this study, found a use for elephants that actually helped preserve their habitat and
numbers in the wild: war.

            Trautmann traces the history of the war elephant in India and the spread of the institution to the
west—where elephants took part in some of the greatest wars of antiquity—and Southeast Asia (but not
China, significantly), a history that spans 3,000 years and a considerable part of the globe, from Spain to
Java. He shows that because elephants eat such massive quantities of food, it was uneconomic to raise them
from birth. Rather, in a unique form of domestication, Indian kings captured wild adults and trained them,
one by one, through millennia. Kings were thus compelled to protect wild elephants from hunters and
elephant forests from being cut down. By taking a wide-angle view of human-elephant relations, Trautmann
throws into relief the structure of India’s environmental history and the reasons for the persistence of wild
elephants in its forests. 
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From reader reviews:

Milton Jones:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you
need something to explain what your own problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy man? If
you don't have spare time to complete others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you
have free time? What did you do? All people has many questions above. They should answer that question
due to the fact just their can do which. It said that about book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is
appropriate. Because start from on kindergarten until university need this kind of Elephants and Kings: An
Environmental History to read.

Samuel Travis:

This book untitled Elephants and Kings: An Environmental History to be one of several books that best seller
in this year, this is because when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit on it. You will easily to buy
this kind of book in the book store or you can order it by means of online. The publisher of the book sells the
e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, because you can read this book in your Mobile phone. So
there is no reason for you to past this guide from your list.

David Rutherford:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book mainly book entitled
Elephants and Kings: An Environmental History your thoughts will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in each aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely will end up your mind friends. Imaging each
word written in a guide then become one web form conclusion and explanation which maybe you never get
prior to. The Elephants and Kings: An Environmental History giving you one more experience more than
blown away the mind but also giving you useful details for your better life within this era. So now let us
show you the relaxing pattern the following is your body and mind will probably be pleased when you are
finished reading it, like winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

Pearl Minjares:

On this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability to do something more are more valuable
than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you
should do is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of many
books in the top listing in your reading list is actually Elephants and Kings: An Environmental History. This
book and that is qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in growing to be precious person. By
looking upward and review this e-book you can get many advantages.
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