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John Collier's war began on day one, flying Hampdens in 83 Squadron with his friend Guy Gibson, in a hunt
for the battleship Admiral Scheer. By the summer of 1940 he was bombing the Dortmund-Ems Canal at low-
level, then Bordeaux and the Scharnhorst at Brest, which led to his DFC and Bar. Given command of 420
(RCAF) Squadron at 25, Collier was hand-picked to direct 97 Squadron, whose Lancasters made a
spectacular debut with the 1942 Augsburg Raid. In Gibson's opinion “Joe” Collier's 97 was the best unit in
Bomber Command. After 63 missions Collier was awarded the DSO and was selected to join the Directorate
of Bomber Operations (B Ops 1) at the heart of the air war: co-ordinating with the USAAF, issuing
directives to Bomber Command, and arguing for precision attacks on vital enemy industries and weaponry.
In B Ops 1 John Collier was closely involved in planning the Dambuster Raid with Barnes Wallis, drafted
the attack on Peenemunde's V-weapons research station, and managed to delay the “buzz-bomb” and rocket
assault on London. As target selector for the specialist 617 Squadron, he and Leonard Cheshire VC made
imaginative use of Wallis's Tallboy “earthquake bomb”. 617 were also linked to Collier's role with SOE's
“Blackmail Committee” that gave French industrialists a stark choice: sabotage your own plant or be bombed
flat. By the time he moved to India in 1945 as Deputy Director of Combined Ops, John Collier had been
involved in most of the major initiatives of the bomber war. His unpublished memoir of B Ops 1 and his
logbooks and letters home give direct authority to this the first biography of this remarkable flyer, one of the
most significant young RAF officers of the war.
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From reader reviews:

Randy Garrison:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
That's why, you can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their spare
time to take a go walking, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open as well as read a book
entitled Group Captain John 'Joe' Collier DSO, DFC and Bar : The Authorised Biography of the Bomber
Commander, Air War and SOE Strategist and Dambuster Planner? Maybe it is to get best activity for you.
You realize beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can better than before. Do
you agree with its opinion or you have additional opinion?

Bertha Montes:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be revise about what going on or info even knowledge to
make all of them keep up with the era which is always change and make progress. Some of you maybe will
update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to you is
you don't know which one you should start with. This Group Captain John 'Joe' Collier DSO, DFC and Bar :
The Authorised Biography of the Bomber Commander, Air War and SOE Strategist and Dambuster Planner
is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and wish in
this era.

Johanna Bassett:

You are able to spend your free time you just read this book this reserve. This Group Captain John 'Joe'
Collier DSO, DFC and Bar : The Authorised Biography of the Bomber Commander, Air War and SOE
Strategist and Dambuster Planner is simple to develop you can read it in the park, in the beach, train and
soon. If you did not possess much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy typically the e-
book. It is make you easier to read it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone. And so there are
a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Virginia Higgins:

Reserve is one of source of knowledge. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen need book to know the update information of year in order to year. As we know those
ebooks have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the world.
From the book Group Captain John 'Joe' Collier DSO, DFC and Bar : The Authorised Biography of the
Bomber Commander, Air War and SOE Strategist and Dambuster Planner we can take more advantage.
Don't you to definitely be creative people? To be creative person must prefer to read a book. Just simply
choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life at this time book
Group Captain John 'Joe' Collier DSO, DFC and Bar : The Authorised Biography of the Bomber



Commander, Air War and SOE Strategist and Dambuster Planner. You can more appealing than now.
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