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In Parasites, Pathogens, and Progress, Robert McGuire and Philip Coelho integrate biological and
economic perspectives into an explanation of the historical development of humanity and the economy,
paying particular attention to the American experience, its history and development. In their path-breaking
examination of the impact of population growth and parasitic diseases, they contend that interpretations of
history that minimize or ignore the physical environment are incomplete or wrong.

The authors emphasi ze the paradoxical impact of population growth and density on progress. An increased
population leads to increased market size, specialization, productivity, and living standards. Simultaneously,
increased population density can provide an ecological niche for pathogens and parasites that prey upon
humanity, increasing morbidity and mortality. The tension between diseases and progress continues, with
progress dominant since the late 1800s.

Integral to their story are the differential effects of diseases on different ethnic (racial) groups. McGuire and
Coelho show that the Europeanization of the Americas, for example, was caused by Old World diseases
unwittingly brought to the New World, not by superior technology and weaponry. The decimation of Native
Americans by pathogens vastly exceeded that caused by war and human predation.

The authors combine biological and economic analyses to explain the concentration of African slavesin the
American South. African labor was more profitable in the South because Africans evolutionary heritage
enabled them to resist the diseases that became established there; conversely, Africans ancestral heritage
made them susceptible to northern "cold-weather" diseases. European disease resistance and susceptibilities
were the opposite regionally. Differential regional disease ecologies thus led to a heritage of racial davery
and racism.
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From reader reviews:
Michael Counts:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have alot more or little spare time? Sure, you
can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a
stroll, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or even read a book allowed Parasites,
Pathogens, and Progress. Diseases and Economic Development (MIT Press)? Maybe it is to become best
activity for you. Y ou redlize beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can
cleverer than before. Do you agree with the opinion or you have different opinion?

Jane Turcotte:

What do you consider book? It is just for students because they are still students or the item for all peoplein
the world, exactly what the best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that question above. Every
person has various personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be compelled someone or
something that they don't desire do that. Y ou must know how great and important the book Parasites,
Pathogens, and Progress. Diseases and Economic Development (MIT Press). All type of book isit possible
to see on many sources. You can look for the internet options or other social media.

Lloyd Schuler:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also turn into alife style. This reading habit give
you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside the
book thisimprove your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of reserve you
read, if you want attract knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want sense happy
read one using theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. Often the Parasites, Pathogens, and
Progress. Diseases and Economic Development (MIT Press) iskind of e-book which is giving the reader
capricious experience.

AngelaLatham:

Areyou kind of stressful person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book compared to can
satisfy your short period of time to read it because this time you only find guide that need more time to be
study. Parasites, Pathogens, and Progress: Diseases and Economic Development (MIT Press) can be your
answer mainly because it can be read by you actually who have those short extra time problems.
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