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A dramatic, fascinating–and revisionist–narrative detailing how America’s first family was changed utterly
during World War II. First-rate history grounded in scholarship and brought to life by a critically acclaimed
author.

From breathless hagiographies to scandal-mongering exposés, no family has generated more bestselling
books than the Kennedys. None of them, however, has focused on the watershed period of World War II,
when the course of the family and its individual members changed utterly. Now, in an engaging narrative
grounded in impeccable scholarship, Edward J. Renehan, Jr., provides a dramatic portrait of years marked by
family tensions, heartbreaks, and heroics. It was during this time that tragedy began to haunt the family–Joe
Jr.’s death, the untimely widowhood of Kathleen (a.k.a. “Kick”), Rosemary’s lobotomy. But it was also the
time in which John F. Kennedy rose above the strictures of the clan and became his own man.

In the late 1930s, the Kennedys settled in London, where Joseph Kennedy, Sr., was serving as ambassador. A
virulent anti-Semite and isolationist, Kennedy relentlessly and ruthlessly fought to keep America out of the
war in Europe. His behavior as patriarch in many ways mirrored his public style. Though he was devoted to
the family, he was also manipulative and autocratic. In re-creating the intense and tension-filled interactions
among the family, Renehan offers riveting, often revisionist views of Joseph Sr.; heir apparent Joe Jr.; Kick,
the beautiful socialite; and Jack, the complex charmer. He demonstrates that Joe Jr., although much like his
father in opinion and character, was driven to volunteer for a deadly mission in large part because of his fury
at Jack’s seemingly easy successes. Renehan also delves into why Kick, a good Catholic girl, chose to
abandon her religion for the chance to enter the fairytale world of the British aristocracy, only to suffer a
horrendous tragedy.

It is Renehan’s reassessment of Jack, however, that is particularly striking. In subtly breaking away from his
domineering father over the issue of World War II, Renehan argues, Jack began to forge the character that
would eventually take him to the Oval Office. Going behind the familiar (and accurate) image of JFK as a
reckless playboy, Renehan shows us a young man of great intelligence, moral courage, and truly astonishing
physical bravery.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Tim Simmons:

This The Kennedys at War: 1937-1945 book is absolutely not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in
your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book is definitely information inside this book incredible
fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper you actually read a lot of information you will get.
This kind of The Kennedys at War: 1937-1945 without we recognize teach the one who looking at it become
critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't become worry The Kennedys at War: 1937-1945 can bring
when you are and not make your case space or bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it with
your lovely laptop even telephone. This The Kennedys at War: 1937-1945 having excellent arrangement in
word along with layout, so you will not experience uninterested in reading.

Michele Stein:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be up-date about what going on or data even knowledge
to make these keep up with the era and that is always change and move forward. Some of you maybe will
update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to anyone is you
don't know what kind you should start with. This The Kennedys at War: 1937-1945 is our recommendation
to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and want in this era.

Samuel Hamby:

The e-book untitled The Kennedys at War: 1937-1945 is the reserve that recommended to you to study. You
can see the quality of the guide content that will be shown to you actually. The language that writer use to
explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The article writer was did a lot of exploration
when write the book, therefore the information that they share for your requirements is absolutely accurate.
You also could get the e-book of The Kennedys at War: 1937-1945 from the publisher to make you more
enjoy free time.

Lorenzo Davis:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information from
the book. Book is composed or printed or descriptive from each source that filled update of news. In this
modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social such as
newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You can add your
understanding by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just trying to
find the The Kennedys at War: 1937-1945 when you desired it?
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