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Can charter schools save public education? This radical question has unleashed a flood of opinions from
Americans struggling with the contentious challenges of education reform. There has been plenty of heat
over charter schools and their implications, but, until now, not much light. This important new book supplies
plenty of illumination.

Charter schools--independently operated public schools of choice--have existed in the United States only
since 1992, yet there are already over 1,500 of them. How are they doing? Here prominent education
analysts Chester Finn, Bruno Manno, and Gregg Vanourek offer the richest data available on the successes
and failures of this exciting but controversial approach to education reform. After studying one hundred
schools, interviewing hundreds of participants, surveying thousands more, and analyzing the most current
data, they have compiled today's most authoritative, comprehensive explanation and appraisal of the charter
phenomenon. Fact-filled, clear-eyed, and hard-hitting, this is the book for anyone concerned about public
education and interested in the role of charter schools in its renewal.

Can charter schools boost student achievement, drive educational innovation, and develop a new model of
accountability for public schools? Where did the idea of charter schools come from? What would the future
hold if this phenomenon spreads? These are some of the questions that this book answers. It addresses pupil
performance, enrollment patterns, school start-up problems, charges of inequity, and smoldering political
battles. It features close-up looks at five real--and very different--charter schools and two school districts that
have been deeply affected by the charter movement, including their setbacks and triumphs. After outlining a
new model of education accountability and describing how charter schools often lead to community renewal,
the authors take the reader on an imaginary tour of a charter-based school system.

Charter schools are the most vibrant force in education today. This book suggests that their legacy will
consist not only of helping millions of families obtain a better education for their children but also in
renewing American public education itself.
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From reader reviews:

Aimee Simmons:

As people who live in often the modest era should be update about what going on or information even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the era which can be always change and advance. Some of you
maybe can update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems
coming to you actually is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Charter Schools in Action:
Renewing Public Education is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, because this
book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Ruby Mejia:

This book untitled Charter Schools in Action: Renewing Public Education to be one of several books that
best seller in this year, here is because when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will
easily to buy this kind of book in the book retail outlet or you can order it by way of online. The publisher of
the book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, because you can read this book in your
Cell phone. So there is no reason to your account to past this e-book from your list.

Frances Wiggins:

Reading a book to get new life style in this season; every people loves to examine a book. When you go
through a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your
knowledge, mainly because book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend
on what forms of book that you have read. If you need to get information about your analysis, you can read
education books, but if you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, this sort of us novel,
comics, and soon. The Charter Schools in Action: Renewing Public Education provide you with new
experience in reading a book.

Alice Walker:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got students? We believe that that query
was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And you
also know that little person like reading or as reading through become their hobby. You need to understand
that reading is very important along with book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to add you
knowledge, except your own personal teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update in relation to
something by book. Many kinds of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them are these claims
Charter Schools in Action: Renewing Public Education.
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